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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 3 bushel,
but on 3 candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor's Desk.

Forgiveness — Faith — Trust — Disciplined — Prayer.

Do these five words have anything in common?

At first glance most would likely say; “probalipt.” But let us see what
it takes to live each of those words on a dailyidasour Christian walk.
Each one of those words with the exception of igisted’ is one that Je-
sus used in relation to our journey with Him — éid however use the
word ‘disciple’ from which the word ‘disciplinedtems.

Do we walk in each of those areas on sepamats, dMonday to Friday,
one area per day? And have weekends off for a reak the daily rou-
tine? | would suspect that most would not — eveudgih we may not walk
in all of the five areas all day every day. We hAuenan beings with our
faults and failings, sometimes we forget to trustpoay, sometimes we
don't really want to forgive, sometimes our faith shaken by circum-
stances, sometimes we have not maintained thepliscineeded to live
the victorious Christian life of a disciple of CéiriJesus. Life’s burdens
come down upon us, we forget to take them to Cglwdrere the burdens
are lifted, Jesus has made an offer to us all:

“Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavydadand | will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me;l fam meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto yourute For My yoke is easy,
and My burden is light."Matthew 11:28 -30)

We all need help, encouragement and determinatoaxercise our-
selves in these areas which are controlled by @ur\when we subdue our
will to God'’s directives we then can start to seeselves as overcomers.
That too is a scriptural requirement and when werawme our will and
submit to God’s will then we are able to have tbafence that; He is
the rewarder of those that diligently seek Hinttfebrews 11:6)

This month there are articles to encourage youarheof those areas;
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and thife knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure ofthieire of the fullness
of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13)

May the Lord bless you as you seek to be an owszcon the Kingdom
of God and be an encouragement to others who serugthis life.  JvL.
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MINISTER'S CORNER.
Bro. J. Matrtin, Pittsgrove, NJ.

The Power of Forgiveness

"Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniguand passeth by the
transgression of the remnant of His heritage? Haireth not His anger
for ever, because He delighteth in mer@ylicah 7:18).

Having a forgiving Father as our God is an me=vable blessing. The
heathen attempt to appease their gods with sasjfiand secular men to-
day attempt to be moral by doing more good deeals bad, but our God
forgives. "If we confess our sins, He is faithfuldajust to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousndds.’sacrifices, no pen-
ance, no large money gifts are required, but ratepentance and con-
fession.

How is this possible? Modern Christianity haateved down God's holi-
ness and man's sinfulness so much that His forgegeseems both natural
and reasonable. This concept is false. "Our Gaddensuming fire," His
Name is "Holy," and He has "purer eyes than to liebwil, and [can] not
look on iniquity." The more we understand God'sirtesds, the more we
understand our vileness, and the more we appréatiatmiracle it took to
reconcile us to Him.

The power of divine forgiveness comes throughi<t, "whom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in Hiwod ... that he might be
just, and the justifier of him which believeth iasiis" (Romans 3:25-26).
Here we can learn a great deal about God's loveHasdustice. He re-
quired a sinless sacrifice to pay the price for maglemption, and He pro-
vided His own Son to be that sacrifice for us.

God's forgiveness produces reverence in Hislrem. "If thou, LORD,
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall staBd® there is forgiveness
with thee, that thou mayest be feared" (Psalm 130:3f God were a
good-natured grandfather willing to overlook ourssiwe could no longer
reverence Him. If He were an angry tyrant givinghashope of salvation,
we could only despair. That God is holy and yetimgl to forgive should
produce a love for Him that responds in carefultessbey His commands
and to meet His conditions.
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God's forgiveness is a present action. He awoe¢dimit it to one time
only but offers it to us over and over. When suatieansing can be ours,
why would we remain in sin rather than eagerly camélim for clean-
sing?

Probably the most powerful effect of divinegwmeness is the peace that
comes from reconciliation with God as our consagsnare purged. For-
giveness removes the enmity caused by our sin erak® down the guilt
barrier between God and us. It frees us from tleadiiof death and judg-
ment and takes away the guilty feeling for pass.sinue, we will still feel
remorse for our mistakes; but if we have confessetiforsaken them, we
should, in faith, let them be where God has plahed.

The Bible uses many descriptive terms to erpleat God does when
He forgives our sins. They are cast behind His Ifisskah 38:17), "cast ...
into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19), blotted @saiah 43:25), and
removed "as far as the east is from the west" (P4813:12).

In Hebrews the phrase "remember no more" id tsee. How does an
omniscient God forget our sins-or does He forgenrth The Bible says
that He will "not remember” them. God does not &yrdput He does prom-
ise to not remember them against us. He will nsit @ur trespasses upon
us in the future. This is the promise that God msakeus, but it is condi-
tional on our willingness to extend that same feegess to others.

Jesus made this abundantly clear when teadhisdlisciples to pray.
"Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtoiBLit if ye forgive not
men their trespasses, neither will your Fatherif@gour trespasses.” We
should not casually ask God to forgive our singefdo not take seriously
our requirement to forgive others. When we refustotgive, we reject the
way to God, whose forgiveness we need most. Wecotaaford to de-
mand payment of one hundred pence from our fellewast at the price
of owing God ten thousand talents. Neither daransist that our brother
suffer for a trespass against us and risk eteoratent. "If ye forgive."
What a small condition to meet, but how powerfubpening ourselves to
receive God's forgiveness!

It seems popular today to put much emphasiaamepting others and
refusing to judge their conduct. Supposedly we khexcuse sin in the
name of love and forgiveness. But actually, Bibliftagiveness is quite
opposite. By definition it is judgmental. It idefigs sin with the intent to
resolve it.
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Biblical forgiveness is a powerful force in gying the church and uni-
fying the brethren. It compels the offended brotioezonfront the one who
has offended him (Matthew 18:15; Lukel7:3), it disethe offender to
quickly make amends (Matthew 5:23-24), and it nestdhe penitent dis-
ciplined member back into church fellowship (2 @tmians 2:6-10).
Those who have been forgiven are bound by grati&umethose who for-
give are committed to not remembering past offen$ée blessings of
forgiveness are forfeited, however, when we bypfsgiveness and
choose to merely tolerate each other.

Appreciating God's forgiveness produces huynditd graciousness. We
will more readily acknowledge our wrongs and w#l lless easily offended
ourselves. By accepting the fact that others age mhperfect, we will be
willing to extend to them the forgiveness we havgenerously received.

We dare not be satisfied to merely understéeddoctrine of forgive-
ness; we must purpose to obey the command. Ongetimbo practice for-
giveness can understand its power.

"And be ye kind one to another, tender-heartedgifomg one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven y@&phesians 4:32).

*kkkkkk

Distinctive Worship Patterns (Part 3)

Kneeling Prayer

"O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kbeébre the Lord our
maker" Psalm 95:6.

Clearly the psalmist considered kneeling as thenabposition for prayer
and worship. Also, in the very touching scene wRanl was leaving Tyre
for Jerusalem (Acts 21:5), the brethren and th@nesvand children went
with Paul out of the city and "kneeled down on shere, and prayed.” As
mortal man comes before the holy God, kneelingusra fitting position.

Our position in prayer may be an indicationtod tlepth and sincerity of
our worship. Jesus revealed the attitude of hypenvhen He said that
they love to pray standing in prominent places (Maw 6:5). The woman

-5-
g The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shak afraid? j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 4 NO 9 - SEPTEMBER 200712

who touched Jesus' garment revealed a contradtitgdla when she came
with trembling and fell down before Jesus (Mark3:3

Kneeling prayer has been a historic Mennonitgctce, based on the
Scriptures. It was brought to Pennsylvania from t&vland and South
Germany, and long remained the universal practiceng Mennonites and
Amish. Only in the 1950s did this practice beginctange in some sec-
tions of the Mennonite Church.

As the Mennonite Church drifted worldward, ttismble position for
praying seemed unnecessary to many people. Alsc;Harismatic move-
ment brought with it the practice of standing taywith hands raised to-
ward heaven. This militated against the former ficamf turning and fac-
ing the bench when kneeling for prayer.

Also as the Mennonite Church lost the practitesagregated seating,
pressure mounted to discontinue the practice otlkmg prayer. People
became uncomfortable kneeling in mixed settingsrevtvarefulness was
not exercised in seating men and women next to etdwr. Rather than
remedying the problem by returning to the tradilopractice of segre-
gated seating, they dropped another Scripturaltipeac kneeling for
prayer.

A distinctive aspect of kneeling prayer is thiagtice of turning and fac-
ing the bench to kneel rather than kneeling forwaard facing the Eucha-
rist, or Communion table, as do worshipers in Clathohurches. It is
thought that in order to refute the teaching tha ehould never take his
eyes off the Eucharist, the Anabaptists purposaiyerd and knelt toward
the bench. In doing so, they turned away from tbetf where the Com-
munion table normally stood.

One primary ingredient for the church to maimtdie practice of kneel-
ing prayer is humble hearts. In the past generatimmility was a subject
often addressed in messages in Mennonite and Amdskhip services.
May we remain diligent in warning against the sfrpade so that we in
our generation can also maintain both humilityhie heart and the humble
practice of kneeling prayer. Jeremiah said, "Askilie old paths, where is
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall fiedt for your souls"

Nevin L. MartinMoravia, NY. Reprinted by permission from The &asMen-
nonite Testimony
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WHAT IS YOUR FAITH?

What is your faith, or what is your faith dgifor you? The devils be-
lieve in God and tremble, but they are still deyidlames 2:19). Verily, the
Bible says that all of mankind has a measure dghféRomans12:3); so
perhaps the real question is, "What are the restigsur (and my) faith?"

"And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Ghasd thou shalt be
saved, and thy house" (Acts 16:31). Multitudes aiffgssing Christians
have a lot to say about believing, but where dbes"saving" come in?
"But as many as received Him, to them gave He pdavbecome the sons
of God, even to them that believe on His name" i{Jbii2). We usually
focus our attention on the words of the last pathis verse, "believe on
His name." But we need to also consider the fiest,which says that "as
many as received Him, to them gave He power to rbecthe sons of
God." In fact, it is safer and more important tmsider whether or not we
are truly "receiving" Him and the power to be Hisldren than to ask our-
selves whether or not we believe in God! Rememéezn the devils be-
lieve in God and tremble.

What about being "saved" and "the power to berthe sons of God"?
If there are sins in our lives, are we saved anthkimg of the power that
makes us the sons of God? Does it matter or afi@ceternal salvation as
to how we live in this life? Yes, indeed it dogsmiatters very much! "God
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, livey daonger therein” (Ro-
mans 6:2)7?

We are not saved by our works. But Paul sdichni crucified with
Christ: nevertheless 1 live; yet not |, but Chiiseth in me: and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by the faithf the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Galatians 2:Z0f), to believe, to
receive, and to be crucified with Christ (thatasr flesh)!

It is so easy to comfort ourselves that weidlvel," but what is it that we
believe? Do we believe the Scriptures? Do we readlijeve that we are
saved when still living in sin? Do we really bekethat we are saved with-
out receiving Him, His Word, His doctrine? "Thisay then, Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the $lg' (Galatians 5:16). "Now
the works of the flesh are manifest, which are éhéglultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchciadtyed, variance, emula-
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyjingsirders, drunkenness,
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revellings, and such like: of the which | tell ybafore, as | have also told
you in time past, that they which do such thingallstot inherit the king-
dom of God" (w. 19-21).

Notice that the Word says, "they which do stlghgs shall not inherit
the kingdom of God," regardless of what they magkitor believe. Listen
to the Scriptures. "If the Son therefore shall mgpde free, ye shall be free
indeed" (John 8:36). This leaves no room for halfted Christian living
or living an adulterated gospel versus the glorgaspel of Jesus Christ!

How often do we settle for "almost free" insted "free indeed?" What
is the difference between "free indeed" and "alnfocet"? To be almost
free is to almost love the Lord with all of yourang to almost completely
submit yourself and trust your life into God's hantb almost forsake all
known sin. Almost, but not altogether. Could we,saynost making it to
heaven?

To be free indeed is to do as the lawyer tekld, "Thou shall love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thpwd, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbsrtlayself" (Luke 10:27).
It means to be completely washed in the blood stigecompletely open,
completely turned from all known sin and evil. ticiudes being com-
pletely filled with the love of God, to be completeJesus. One is then a
partaker of "the fruit of the Spirit... love, jogeace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith" (Galatians 5:22). "For the 6f the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth” (Ephesi@hsTa be free indeed
is to be without guile or guilt. "And the peace ®bd, which passeth all
understanding shall keep your hearts and mindsigir&hrist Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 4:7). Isn't this the kind of life we wangh't it worth it to forsake
all? Isn't Jesus worthy of all our affection?

Will we never stumble or fall if we are freedeed? "If thou, Lord,
shouldest mark iniquities, 0O Lord, who shall stafl@salm 130:3)? Unfor-
tunately, we are still weak, earthen vessels amg swbject to failing. In-
deed, we find that as soon as we lose our fervem&od or become cas-
ual in our Christian living, we will slip back intan "almost free" condi-
tion. Again it will be "almost" but not "altogeth&MWill we ignore or jus-
tify our backsliding? Will we wait live a discourad, halfhearted Christian
life until the end? What are we going to do?

The apostle John so lovingly writes, "My lititdnildren, these things
write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man,sve have an advocate
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with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: AnddHihe propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for tives ©f the whole world.
And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keEjs com-
mandments" (I John 2:1-3). If we sin and fail of grace of God, we need
not despair but turn again to the Lord with alloafr hearts. He has pro-
vided for us and will receive us. We may stumblet, Wwe can rise again!
We don't have to live a halfhearted or discoura@adstian life. We can
be free indeed. We cannot afford to be "almost'frdée have to be saved!

What is your faith doing for you?
Used by permission from “The Messenger of Truth

*kkkkkk

FAITH OR TRUST

Hebrews 11:1
Now (my) faith is the substance of things hopedtfa evidence of things
not seen

This particular verse of scripture is one tmany professing Christians
are able to quote when asked what faith meansetim.th wonder some-
times if it used merely to avoid the deeper issbelmat it means to have
and exhibit faith in the scriptural sense.

Let us look at what this scripture verssaging through the eyes of
someone who does not know what the meaning is wigespeak the word
faith. Most would see the verse as followge trust that something we
hope for will happen, even though we have not feemesults as yet for
sports fans it could be their team winning the dranal, for someone with
stock market investments — a dramatic gain in thleev of their shares.
You can probably see where | am heading with trsase of statements,
there is a basis for people trusting that theirdsowill be realised, that
their dreams will come true — even though they hasteyet seen the evi-
dence, their trust may very well be based on fadioat in human reason-
ing seem solidly grounded on the available fackeré is a saying that al-
though we know all the facts there is always onedeenot know about
and that unknown fact is always the one that chatige outcome of our
expectations.
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Let us now look at the difference betwésnworldly version of our
text verse and the scripture quotation. The maifferdince is the word
‘trust’ — Christians use the word ‘faith’ — this angst other things also
implies ‘trust’ — but it means more than that.dta word translated from
the Greek that means that we are persuaded, haeeah conviction of the
truthfulness of God but especially a reliance ufdmist for salvation, an
absolute assurance or belief in the truth of thepgbitself. | see faith as
being something one can only have in God, He, anld He, is able to
keep ALL the promises He makes. What mortal betngaipable of that?
Scripture indeed tells us in Psalm 14@ut not your trust in princes, nor
in the son of man, in whom there is no help.... happy is he that hath the
God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in thelllos God:”

Those that have come to Christ and havepded Him as their Lord
and Saviour, which means obedience to all His requents as shown in
scriptures, (John 14:15, 23 and John 15:10) cae tteat faith that is spo-
ken of in our text verse. It is a faith which camees us that if we are obe-
dient to His ways then we will see (obtain) the stabce of the things
hoped for — that is eternal life in heaven.

The whole of Hebrews chapter 11 is takprwith a description of
how important faith is and in particular verse 8ut without faith it is
impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to Gut believe that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligerseek Him.” May you,
dear reader, may you earnestly seek Him and lidenaaik in the faith that
our scripture text refers to. JvL.
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SNIPPETS.
Composers/Writers of Hymns used in the Mennoniter€in Hymnal

HOPPER Edward.

Born: February 17, 1816, New York City.
Died: April 23, 1888, New York City.
Hopper graduated from New York University (18393 &snion Theologi-
cal Seminary (1842). He was ordained a Presbytemniarster in 1842, and
pastored in Greenville, New York; Sag Harbor, Ldeand; and at the
Church of the Land and the Sea in New York City.

Hymns:
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Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me
They Pray the Best Who Pray and Watch

*kkkkkk

A Well-Disciplined Church
Bro. Lynn Diller, Gospel Light Fellowship, McVeytowPA.

The subject assigned is "A Well-Disciplined @iu Scriptural Church
Discipline and Its Effect Upon the Congregationdm sure this subject
could be approached from different angles. | wageddo draw primarily
on some of the principles of discipline. | thouglaick in my own experi-
ence in church life. | think that since | have b@eboy | have been in six
different congregations, six different churchebale been actually only a
member in five of those churches. | also have wibrkrder five or six
bishops, and every congregation and every bishepparated a bit differ-
ently. As we think of a well-disciplined churchthought of the Scripture,
"There are differences of administrations” (1 Ctians 12:5).

We had a brother in our congregation recentip whared a devotional.
He shared the thought that everyone is missing songe | appreciate that
thought. Sometimes we give it this way, "Everyoas Bomething - every-
one has a gift." | believe sometimes however, whthstruggles we face in
church life, maybe we need to emphasize a littleentioe other side which
is that everyone is missing something. Every onaspfit does not matter
how experienced, are missing something. We neéac®that reality. It is
quite well that we understand what we are missamgl, what we are defi-
cient in, and learn to borrow from our brethrethihk that is a real bless-
ing.

What are we missing? Not only are we missingetbing as individu-
als, but in travelling around to different churchésoticed the churches
can sort of have their personalities and their Eraments too. As a con-
gregation we labour together. However, as a peobserves a congrega-
tion, and in comparison to other congregations,netce that congrega-
tions are also missing something sometimes. Hdrere tis the need of in-
tercongregational fellowship. Every congregationmsgssing something.
Therefore, do not waste your time and your valugelars in raising your
family and so on, in shopping around for the pertdwirch, because | am
here to say that there is no church that doesaat Bome room to grow as
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far as a well-disciplined church.

It is a goal and a desire that we have that eae of our congregations
would be well disciplined. As parents here tonigtveryone has the desire
that they can raise their family in a well disay@dd congregation. But,
what can | contribute to a well-disciplined congagn?

We can look at this subject from several ddferperspectives. | thought
of three.1l) As an outsider, 2) As an insider, 3) As a leaderKings 10:4-

9 gives an observation from an outsider. "And wttes queen of Sheba
had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house thaid built, (5) And
the meat of his table, and the sitting of his setsjaand the attendance of
his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbsar@nd his ascent by
which he went up unto the house of the LORD; thesis no more spirit in
her. (6) And she said to the king, It was a trymorethat | heard in mine
own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. (7) Howhelielieved not the
words, until | came, and mine eyes had seen it; hadold, the half was
not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeéhftme which | heard.
(8) Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servatigh stand continu-
ally before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. (9)sBéel be the LORD thy
God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on theni of Israel: because
the LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore made keetking, to do judg-
ment and justice.”

1) As an outsider.

As an outsider observes the well-disciplinedrchuthis is possibly a
bird's-eye view of what they see. A) It is a plat®rder. Members operate
in their specific roles and follow the order thiaéy have been called to. It
is not a place of chaos where you have a numbpeaple trying to do the
same or carry out the same responsibility, butetieiorder. People under-
stand what their responsibility is and they arenditag in that order. The
members are happy. They are content. That is aideus observation of a
well-disciplined church. These people are happyeylbome in and see
that there is a light on their face. They see thate is contentment and
rest. They are not standing at the fence and cothgtlmoking over and
complaining about the church. B) God is glorifiéd.a well-disciplined
church as the outsider looks on, he gives the glmi@od. He finally con-
cludes that this is the work of God.
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They see that God is in our congregation and Heives the glory, not
some man. C) It is attractive and inviting. A waiciplined church is at-
tractive and inviting. There is a drawing and peopiant to want to be
there. Many are not willing to pay the price, nékheless, there is that at-
traction and there is that drawing.

The opposite is found in Galatians 5:15, "Buta bite and devour one
another, take heed that ye be not consumed oneather." Sometimes
outsiders get that picture as well. In congregativhere they are not well
disciplined they bite and devour one another. Tty see the congrega-
tion being consumed.

2) The second perspective is as an insider.

As an insider when we think of a well discigchchurch, | have heard
parents say that they want to be a part of a chilvahis well disciplined
because they want a safe place to raise their yaifilere may be a num-
ber of young families. | am sure that it is thesote that the church would
be a safe haven where their children and youthdcgrdw up, and they do
not need to worry about their association. Thewktimat sin will be dealt
with, problems will be addressed, and it will bevall disciplined congre-
gation. We want that. That is our desire. Any pavemo is concerned, you
know, when he senses his youth with the other youghfaces concern
about what will happen and problems will not beradded.

It becomes a drag on the spiritual man anchercongregation. "A little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (I Corinthianse5:Galatians 5:9). As
the church fails to discipline, the church failsbi a disciplined congrega-
tion, and it is a drag on the spiritual man. Thare attitudes and things
that are floating around in the congregation - raktreés that are not
healthy, it has a way of dragging down those wire waeak. It is not a
healthy place to be. It is not a place we wantfaurilies to be. "lest any
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, aner¢hy many be defiled”
(Hebrews 12:15).

You notice the dangers that we face as anensidd some of the con-
cerns that we have as insiders in a congregati@a¥¥, "Will these things
go on unchecked? You know nothing is done abouOur families are
destroyed. Paul says of the Corinthians that "manmeyweak and sickly
among you" (1 Corinthians 11:30), because theyndiddeal with sin and
they were not a disciplined congregation.
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3) Finally the third perspective is from a leader'sperspective.

Every one of us as leaders (fathers and motedsministers) have a
desire and a goal that our congregations woulddledisciplined, and that
there would be rest as it was in Solomon's kingddfa.have an interest in
knowing how to accomplish that. | have that coniickein each one of our
ministers that there is that desire. Sometimes ave ldifferent ideas about
how to accomplish that. We know one thing as wé leack to the life and
experience of Rehoboam. Rehoboam made some bagilathsciAs a new,
young, "green," inexperienced leader, he cameth#dkingdom. He made
some wrong decisions and the kingdom was splitials not a well-disci-
plined congregation.

Sometimes as leaders we can almost be oveneldehith experience of
constantly putting out fires. We conclude that sbave we are failing to
have a well-disciplined congregation. Our work sedm come down to
simply putting out fires and dealing with problens.another sermon we
talked about the conquering church. It is hardtfa church to be a con-
guering church if the ministers are overloaded \pitkting out fires.

The well-disciplined church begins with a welisciplined member and
a well-disciplined man. A disciplined man is a golied man. By nature
man is selfish, self-centred, and self-gratifyimgat is his desire, and am-
bition. He is ruled by "the lust of the flesh, ahe lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life" (1 John 2:16). We have the five sen®f feeling (touch),
smell, taste, hearing, and sight. We also haveptite of life, our soulish
desires and so on. This is a part of the way weciaated as men. That is
the way we come onto the face of the earth. Spgatifnone member,
James goes so far as to say of the tongue tha, &t unruly evil" (James
3:8), and that "no man can tame it." No man carettws fleshly physical
body.

We said that a disciplined church is made uplis€iplined members.
Disciplined means they are controlled. There isrtrol. We would like to
consider the problem with controlling in Romans87:19, "For | know
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no gabehg: for to will is pre-
sent with me; but how to perform that which is gdadithd not. For the
good that | would | do not: but the evil which | wid not, that | do." That
is a picture of an uncontrolled, undisciplined mBaul says here that this
type of individual knows what is right. He knows atthe needs to do, but
he simply does not have the power to do it. Hethaknowledge but there
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is not the power there.

Our bodies want to indulge. We want to havagh fand a good time.
We want to live it up. That is what the body watdsdo. It wants to eat
drink and be merry. The bottom line is that thessHly body wants to do
those things. That is the undisciplined man. Digwpis the ability to say,
"no," to that fleshly body. It is the ability toysd'no," to my flesh. A sim-
ple example or illustration of that is fasting. tag is a discipline. Fasting
is telling your appetite, "No. You will not eat tag No." That is disci-
pline.

The next question that will come, "What are iiierits or benefits in dis-
cipline?” Why can we not simply "eat, drink, andrberry” (Luke 12:19)?
Why not simply live, enjoy and indulge? The indulgilife is finally an
empty, disappointing, and an unhappy life. Anyorfeovhas gone down
that road knows, and can testify to that. Finakg ythere is a bit of pleas-
ure but there is that emptiness and that vanitiorBon came to that place
where he went down. He tried it all. He had the eyoto do it. Today not
all the people always have the money to do it. @loee, the Devil leads
them to believe if you could do this yet, if youwdd have that liberty, and
the flesh could do this over here, then you coelaly enjoy it. Finally,
Solomon had the money to do it all. Solomon triednd he said, "All is
vanity" (Ecclesiastes 1:2, 14; 2:17; 3:19; 12:8)efle was an emptiness to
the point that Solomon despaired of life -"Is l&een worth living?" Thus,
with the flesh finally there is no lasting fulfilme

The sentence of death is on the flesh. The Nestament tells us that
those who "live after the flesh . . . shall die"o(®ans 8:13). The disci-
plined man is a man who is a pleasure to be ardieén you work with a
disciplined man, it is a pleasure. You enjoy beamgund him. The self-
centred, selfish man, who wants to talk about vileais doing and his ego,
interests, tastes and so on, and he has no tim@iorHe is repulsive. We
have no interest in it.

The question is "How can man be controlled.®WtHcan we be con-
trolled? I think of three discipline options:

1) Self-control.

The majority of the world, the best they knowthss self-control. You
find out what is right to do, what is proper etitggewhat is humanly ac-
ceptable, and you grit your teeth, clench your, #std you do it. That is
self-control. The "good moral man," out of his oseif-will says, "No. No,
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| will not drink. No, | will not fall into road rag." Someone was telling me
about a road rage incident in a certain big cim8one became angry and
wheeled over. Until it was all said and done theege around eight vehi-
cles involved in an accident - all because of n@age. The man with self-
control says, "No, | will not do that." We could yiiee call him the good
moral man. He says, "l know that this will not eeptable,” and he looks
far enough ahead and he sees that there are sdi$ testhat. Therefore,
he simply does not do that.

The good moral man however, can attain a ceftiel of surface re-
spectability. You can look at him and he appeaigequell, but down in
that man's life, and down in that man's heart, fbkine scenes, if you had
the opportunity to observe his thoughts, attitudesl passions, you would
find that he is an untamed man. That may be walkirnyind. He has bit-
terness and a "burning saddle.” That thing is @it rolling around. In
contrast, when he meets people, we can meet himansmile, because he
is self-controlled.

2) Control by some authority.

| thought back to my years in teaching schbadas not a teacher with a
lot of rules, but I told the children on the fiddy, "When it becomes evi-
dent that you cannot control yourself, | will netedstep in and help you."
That is the second option of discipline. When teespn does not have the
self-discipline, then others need to step in sineecannot say "no." They
need to step in, and in essence say "No," for Aihat is part of the re-
sponsibility of the government and parents. As iEreve are involved in
this. We are a secondary authority to a persof@s- lour children. If we
simply left them on their own, we soon know that smnall children would
have no self-discipline. They might get a hold afamdy bag and eat until
they were sick. Therefore, father and mother magt ¥No." That is au-
thority and it is a form of discipline.

Yes, when people lack self-control then paremisisters, or the gov-
ernment must step in and say "no" for them. Theobotine is right be-
haviour, and whatever it takes to get there. If gan do it on your own
that is fine. However, if you cannot, then we neetielp you. That is what
| am saying. Either do it yourself or we will netadhelp you.

3) Spirit control.

This option probably is the least used. It ishe minority. However, it is

what the Scripture says in Galatians 5:16. "Thgay then, Walk in the
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Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the $le." Spirit control is by far

the most superior, and it is the form of disciplime really are interested
in. In | Corinthians 9:27 Paul says, "But | keeglenmy body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any means, when lehpreached to others, |
myself should be a castaway.” We can read badkeiiptevious verses and
find that the apostle Paul was Spirit controlledwés through the Holy

Spirit that he was able to keep his body underesatigjn.

We already read in Romans where this man wasalrle to do what he
knew he should. In Romans 7:24 we read, "0 wretchaa that | am!" It is
an awful feeling. It is a feeling of defeat. We lnwe should not do it and
yet we did it again. We did not want to. | remembefore | was converted
| was determined, "Today, | will live right. Todawvill live holy." Around
10:00 in the morning, | would lose control with ooé my brothers or
something. | remember that plainly. Then | wouldl i@efeated and the rest
of the day, | would think, "Well, this day is logtmight as well wait until
tomorrow and start with a new resolution.” Thawlsat the carnal man is.

That is all the fleshly man can do. He can &ng he can clench his fists
and try ever so hard but unless that heart is a@dinge will not. We can
only go so far. All you can be is a good moral man.

"0 wretched man that | am! who shall deliver freen the body of this
death?" Who will bring me under subjection? "I tk&od through Jesus
Christ our Lord" (verse 25). Being Spirit contrallés the answer to the
problem we have of lack of self-control. Then Rom&r8 says, "For what
the law could not do, in that it was weak through flesh." The Law is
good and right. The Law tells us what is right avitht is righteous behav-
iour. There is nothing wrong with the Law. The battline is right behav-
iour, and that is all the Law does. The Law simighs us what is right.
Then, we need the Spirit of God to help us livet.thBor what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the fleSlod sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for siondemned sin in the flesh:
(4) That the righteousness of the law might belfedf in us, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (5) For thgt are after the flesh do
mind the things of the flesh; but they that arerathe Spirit the things of
the Spirit" (Romans 8:3-5).

Jesus said, "the axe is laid unto the robtatthew 3:10; Luke 3:9).
Jesus Christ was not interested in His kingdomiandis Church simply
dressing people up on the outside - you know -nihgpup the outside of
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the sepulchre. Jesus knew where to go. He wehietoobt of the fountain.

He went to the root of the tree. He dealt with héssues. He changes our
hearts, attitudes, and the things that | coulddaothat | wanted to before |
was converted. Those things which | could not derdf was converted,

then it was a pleasure, and there was power amdgifaee to live it.

The Holy Spirit changes our hearts, appetaes, our attitudes. That is
the secret to controlling the flesh, and livingisciplined life. Finally, the
key to a well-disciplined church is Spirit conteddl members and individu-
als. The closer we can come to being 100% Spirntrotied, the closer we
can come to a well-disciplined brotherhood. Nowalirreality, the work of
purging out the flesh, and of keeping the flestsuibjection, is a lifelong
work of sanctification. That is why we are facirapee of the things we are
in the congregations. There is still some flesh Whants to stick its head
up. Paul says, "I die daily" (1 Corinthians 15:3Ihat is the Spirit con-
trolled life. Yes, the converted man now has thetr@d of the Spirit in his
life. At the same time, he is working with his tg body. As long as we
are in this fleshly body, we can allow the flesblydy to rise up and go
back to its old life and its old habit.

Some forms of' discipline for the Church.

As we think of a well-disciplined church, whee forms of discipline
that are acceptable and are recommendable? Pduh®ICorinthians in 1
Corinthians 3:3, "ye are yet carnal." They wer# kting in the flesh. He
went so far as to say, "Shall | come unto you witrod” (1 Corinthians
4:21)? "Shall | come to you with that form of diglane?" "or in love, and
in the spirit of meekness?"

1) The use of the rebuke.

This is one form of discipline that is recommed in Scripture in |
Timothy 5:20, in maintaining a well-disciplined ckhb. It is one of the
milder forms. "Them that sin rebuke before all ttbéners also may fear."
We rebuke someone. The apostle Paul went befoes. P&t saw that Peter
was not eating with the gentiles. He was favoutiregJews. Paul saw what
he was doing and knew that Peter did not beliewban Yet, for the con-
venience of the hour, Peter had fallen into thatil Bays, "I withstood him
to the face" (Galatians 2:11). The rebuke is arepiable form of disci-
pline that needs to be used in the Church with.|&@specially as leaders,
there are times where you say, "Brother, you know gre in sin. Brother,
what you are doing is wrong. It is taking you dotke wrong road. You
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need to get off that road. You need to repent.”, $ese strong rebukes
are in order at times. There are other Scriptutadiglines that go along
with that. "First cast out the beam out of thinenogye," (Matthew 7:5)
before you go to your brother. There needs to e, land a burden. There-
fore, there are qualifications for the rebuke.

2) Church standards or disciplines.

This is another form of discipline that is rewoended in the New Tes-
tament in Philippians 3:16. "Nevertheless, whene® have already at-
tained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mireddame thing." Standards
are an asset in helping to maintain a well-disogali congregation. It gives
the knowledge and it also provides a safeguardHose who are weak.
Another Scripture is Hebrews 12:13. It is my untierding that this Scrip-
ture is addressing that very issue, "And make giitgpaths for your feet.”
Why do we need to spell out some guidelines? Whydmeed to make
some straight paths, rather than simply leavirig tohn, Tim, James, and
everyone to choose their own way? Why do we neesb#il out some
straight lines? "Lest that which is lame be turpet of the way; but let it
rather be healed." It is done lest those who laekconvictions are snared
and lose out spiritually because they lack theiSpantrol in a certain
area. We need to make some straight paths and stameéards and some
guidelines lest those that are weak in the faitbriaged.

3) Separation.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 gives another form atcgiline which the church
can use to help maintain a disciplined congregatidrherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the baditouch not the un-
clean thing; and | will receive you, And will beFather unto you, and ye
shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord gihtyi" Separation is
something that is scoffed at today. Too many psgifesChristians want to
get as close to the world as they can and clainptineer of God. This is a
form of discipline where we set a barrier or a mbbetween the world and
the church. This was an Old Testament principl¢ drael failed to apply
too many times. There were the kings who had awit clean up the land
and to get rid of the idols and so on. Some of tlagina fairly good job,
while others only rid the land of the idols, buethdid not remove the high
places. They failed in separation. Separation dseipline. Some people
want the liberty to do whatever and to freely menglith the ungodly
world. However this is a discipline the church re&al apply such that we
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guard ourselves. Therefore, we set some safegaartiseparate ourselves
from the ungodly world about us.
4) Excommunication.

1 Corinthians 5:13 says, "But them that ardneut God judgeth. There-
fore put away from among yourselves that wickedsqer Finally, the
form of discipline of excommunication which | spolbout in another
sermon is a form of discipline which the churchdset® use to maintain a
well-disciplined congregation. Finally, we cometh@ conclusion that this
person has walked away from truth, is failing todbedient to the church
of Jesus Christ, and they need be excommunicatesly must be put out
of the church. That is a form of discipline.

The Holy Spirit controlling our life. We saitlat Spirit control is what
our goal is. We want each member to be under Sritrol. These forms
of discipline which we already spoke of-the rebustandards, separation,
excommunication, (and there are others) help ushhemoad of Spirit con-
trol. The control by the Holy Spirit is ultimatelyhat we want for every
soul. We want each member in our congregation e fiae Spirit of God
alive in his life. We want him to be sensitive ke tvoice of the Spirit and
be controlled from within. We are not satisfied abputting him in a box
and putting a fence around him, and now we havedsia member.

That is not really our goal. | am not sayingrehis not a place for some
boxes and fences. Finally, that is the ultimatel gloat we want for our
people.

The Early Church needed to use some of thesasfof discipline. |
would like to take notice how the apostle Paul apphed this. Paul, while
he used excommunication, the rebuke, and so ongcesantly trying to
“jlumpstart” that Spirit control. At the same timee was recommending,
and trying to reason with them in | Corinthians,52&nd ye are puffed up,
and have not rather mourned.” Do we see how Paappealing to their
reason? He is appealing to their conscience. "Brotou should have re-
pented. You ought to feel sorry for that kind ohaeiour.” Paul was ap-
pealing. He wanted that man to think seriously isf rlelationship before
God. "That he that hath done this deed might bentaway from among
you." "Do you not realize the seriousness of thimllof a sin?" That was
Paul's kind of reasoning.

In 1 Corinthians 6:2 we read, "Do ye not knthat the saints shall
judge the world? and if the world shall be judggdybu, are ye unworthy
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to judge the smallest matters?" Notice how Paukalspto their reason?
He did not simply come in and say, "You need tooexaunicate that

man." Paul explained to them, and was appealinipeo understanding,
and personal conviction. "Brethren, you lost sightthe truth. There is

something wrong with your conviction. Do you notoknthe truth of the

Scriptures? Do you not understand the principlebénWord?" The reason
| bring that in is because finally, as a church, ave trying to cultivate

Spirit controlled lives. We are not merely contesith authority controlled

lives. We want Spirit controlled lives. That doast mean that there is not
a place for authority controlled lives, or authpgontrolling, safeguarding
and stopping some people in their path.

Finally, the time comes when it seems carnaditgeigning. We do not
keep nagging and begging. Instead we realize aind gsion that this soul
does not really have the Spirit of God. He doeshave the means and the
wherewithal to live the holy life. He finally doe®t have it. We are using
some discipline to make him think seriously. He bwer is simply trying
to negotiate the way around that rule and thaidstah It is simply a carnal
heart and a carnal life. We all need wake up aldelievers. There are
times in everyone's life when we need someone takon our door and
say, "Brother, you are getting off the right pathtie real Spirit controlled
man, when you do that for him, there is a differ&sfponse from him than
you will receive from a cold carnal heart. | hawiced it over and over.

How do they respond to admonition when youaya brother and he has
deviated in his Christian walk? As a minister ootwer responsible per-
son, when you go to someone and point that outhémt is there the re-
morse which Paul spoke of? Or, is there a defefishat is what you
think." What kind of a spirit do you face?

| am a firm believer in church standards. éhaeen this with individu-
als whom | believe never knew what the total sutezed life was. They
came into the church and the church tried to stbpla here, tried to stop a
hole over there, and simply make this rule and thi. Finally, we real-
ized we were working with a carnal heart. Then,need to look deeper.
The problem is deeper. We need to wake up to daity. With the Spirit
controlled life, while we may yet lose ground dSpially, we still have a
spirit. We have an attitude and a conscience wbahbe worked with. It
can be cultivated and brought back to life.

2 Corinthians 7:11 is a beautiful attitude theéds to be to some degree
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in every believer. "For behold this selfsame thitngit ye sorrowed after a
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, ,y@hat clearing of your-
selves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, ydat vehement desire,
yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all thingshgee approved your-
selves to be clear in this matter.” A person carehthat carefulness, and
can kind of grow cold. We become somewhat careldssvever, when
you come and speak to him, he will see that thereoncern. We had to
speak to a young brother not long ago. This brost@sd up quite strong,
but at the end of the meeting he was hanging hasl leend saying, "I'm
sorry. | do not want to go that way." That is whaim talking about. The
Spirit controlled heart was still there. The heasts changed. However, if
we cannot get that attitude to come to life, itinse to be concerned about
whether the person really is under Spirit control.

As we cultivate Spirit control we need to:

1) Be alert to attitudes.

A simple rule is: every big thing that we faocea congregation at one
time was a small thing. If only we could have cauglwhen it was small.
Let us be alert to attitudes. Hebrews 12:15 saysoKing diligently lest
any man fail of the grace of God; lest any roobitfer-ness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled."

A well-disciplined congregation is a congregatiwhere the leadership
especially is looking diligently and observing #it#tudes in the congrega-
tion. They are concerned even about general attutAn ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure." We can let thistude go and after a
while this brother starts talking to that brothafter a while you realize
there are three or four involved, and we have &lprm we cannot manage.

| am challenged as a minister, as a parent,aana leadership that we
stay in touch with our people. The Scripture sdlggpw them which la-
bour among you" (1 Thessalonians 5:12). It is afsportant that those
who are labouring know their people. We can nasiomething that is not
in order when we know our people. It does howetade time to know the
people. It means as a ministry that you will prdpadeed to meet each one
in the congregation probably at every service. fbrymake it a point to
meet all the brethren. Keep those little contadith whe leadership. We
need to be alert if something is not quite rightight meet a brother at
church who had a far away look. | have phoned sorathren already and
asked, "What is on your mind brother?" Try to bertalLook diligently.
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2) Cultivate a sensitivity to the conscience and éhSpirit of God.

Sometimes we can think that a person is chgithgnour authority or he
is challenging the church. We need to take himep steeper. Brethren
what is the Lord trying to tell you here? Whathe tLord trying to show
you? Cultivate a sensitivity to the Spirit of Gddr, maybe he comes to
you and says "That brother said this about me ansimply does not ap-
preciate me." Therefore, we point him to the Sargsé. Do you have ears
that hear? [Revelation 2:7 etc.] What is the Spgiytng to show you?
Challenge our people to have ears that hear. \BHabd telling us?

3) Cultivate well disciplined homes.

This starts already with our children. | lamevthenever parents are
careless in bringing up their children. They aresless with things like
honesty and respect for authority. The right kifhdraining is not happen-
ing in their home. Their homes are not the weltgikned homes they
should be. After a while these youth respond indherch and then the
parents expect the church to straighten everytburtg Many times these
problems are best handled in the home. Fathersthakeesponsibility to
go to their sons and daughters and say "It is madrder here." If it not
dealt with there, | believe that the church caroberloaded with discipli-
nary problems. Parents who fail to do what theyukhbe doing at home
and who let it go and leave it for the church toand take care of it are not
helping the church to be well-disciplined. Whenldtan are trained in the
way that they should go in our homes, it is an tass@ well-disciplined
congregation. "What advantage then hath the Jewm@s 3:1)? When
children are taught to respect authority, they cérome from school and
the parents do not side with them in a complaiey thave with the teacher.
They learn that in their younger years. When thaye up to church life,
they have already learned some of those basicipl#sc "What advantage
then hath the Jew? ... Much every way: chiefly,aose that unto them
were committed the oracles of God" (Romans 3:1TRBhse foundational
principles have already been laid in their livesedlize that does not take
care of all the problem. We already said that weltave the "know how."
We can know what is proper behaviour and righnfyviFinally, we have
to have the wherewithal to do it. We have to hdneSpirit of God to do it.
If it is established as a conviction in your chddrthat it is a sin to disre-
spect authority, a sin to lie, a sin to be caretess cheat, and so on itis a
great advantage to them.
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A well-disciplined church will be guided byalders who have learned
to discipline themselves in pulling together aslbra, have we learned to
discipline ourselves in pulling together? If we Bawot, how can we expect
our brethren in the congregation to do it? Yesiglage different personali-
ties and different temperaments. | mentioned thevie worked under six
different bishops and they were all different. Thegre all "missing some-
thing" (if | can say that respectfully). The goaddesis that whenever we
realize we are missing something, we can borrow four brethren. We
go to our brethren and we use our brethren whereealeze we are miss-
ing something. However, as leaders in the congiaygaare we living a
disciplined life where we have learned to pull tihnge. Have we set that
example?

Order is another aspect to the disciplinedgoegation. Order and dis-
cipline in the congregation go together. There tarees however, where
maybe things are out of hand. The first thing taglto establish order. In
working with a home once as a ministry, we finagid that there needed
be order. Mother must be in her place. Father rbasin his place. The
children must be in their place. It is a little bite the town clerk at Ephe-
sus, who said, "We need to have order. There neustder.” Part of a dis-
ciplined congregation is that there is order, amdpnoperly understand our
responsibilities in staying in those places.

A well-disciplined church must have a good hekeeper Stay in touch
with the people and apply the necessary measuwmhil ago when sev-
eral of us were in Nicaragua, we needed to makecsidn on how to han-
dle the situation there with my brother Myron. Thector was trying to
make a decision whether they needed to amputatkednid=or us cutting
his leg off was a major problem. - he would noténavieg. If you cut his
leg off, the rest of his life that is the end o$ keg. That looked like a ma-
jor thing. 1 am sure it was for the doctor too.dnt to bring out a principle
here in church life. We need to see what needstddmne, and do what
needs to be done. Maybe the measures are a biesswmetimes, but as
housekeepers we need to do that.

This doctor told us that he needed to know gy riext morning, if he
were to remain there. "l need to know, and | neetidve the liberty to
amputate his leg, because we do not want to Idaigegb until a week
down the road after the body is worn down and theputate it. Now is
the time to do it." In a well-disciplined congreigat there are measures
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which need to be taken sometimes which, as leadersyould rather do

anything else. Yet, they realize, and they cande®en the road the conse-
guence of waiting and the drag and detriment itoishe congregation.

Then, they rise to that responsibility. Yes, whendlearly as a leadership
see the problem and the solution, why wait andwalifoto drag on and

wear the congregation down? The Scripture saysitl&aleaven leaveneth

the whole lump" (1 Corinthians 5:6; Galatians 5:9).

There is much more which could be said. | i&el | did not say much at
all. 1 simply pointed out a few principles on a iadikciplined congrega-
tion. It begins with the Spirit controlled lifewlant you to remember that is
our goal as congregations and as churches. We amahheed to cultivate
the Spirit controlled life. The thought that youna@move all other forms
of discipline and the Spirit- controlled life waimply bloom and happen is
unrealistic. According to Scripture some disciplimeeds to be used. Some
governmental discipline needs to step in and stepnmy drift, lest | am
turned out of the way and destroyed spirituallyt us also remember to
look ahead. We want this brother to do things fios heart because he
has a changed heart and he understands that thug.ig hat should be our
goal.

Sometimes that cannot happen instantly. We atasih around a table
and expect to discuss something for two hours amayene around the
table will have the conviction. Sometimes it takkse Spirit. Sometimes
you need to be in those shoes. Sometimes you pdsel @ mother or a fa-
ther to really gain an appreciation or gain a cotien for something. Time
is involved and discipline is necessary lest wel é snared. Hebrews
12:13 speaks about the "straight paths for your, fest that which is lame
be turned out of the way." It is necessary to setes guidelines, fences,
and safeguards because of that.

As | have said before, | was criticized oncat tive make greenhouse
plants out of our youth. There is a time for gremrges. When the outside
is harsher than what the plants can tolerate, wed tige greenhouse. That
is exactly what our youth and children need. Howgewe are not content
with merely keeping them in a greenhouse. We whaeintto finally be
able to take the outside.

In closing, if you are not a part of the probland you are not a part of
the solution, stay out of it. There can be sometihiappening and we have
-25.
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certain members without fail who are in there agkiWwhat is happening?
Are you doing something about it? What are you g®iAre you sure you
are doing the right thing?" They are involved an inone of their busi-
ness really.

We need to be concerned about what is happenitize congregation.
However, but | also appreciate brethren who sinkplgw that we need lay
brethren back there who are carrying on the workhefchurch and are
faithful in their responsibilities and praying fttre work. Gossip is another
whole dimension of it. That is often involved wittose that get involved
in things that are really not their business. Thsy looking for something
juicy that they can pass around.

Finally, if we are not a part of the problerot a part of the solution,
then let us pray about it. Used by permission from: The Pulpit Exchange.

*kkkkkk

By faith | unseen Being see,

By faith | know the worlds were made,

By faith | see the unseen thingshid from all mortal eyes;
By faith | build my lasting hope on righteousness divine;
By faith | overcome the world,and all its hurtful charms;
By faith | have a conqu'ring pow'r and banish all my woes.
By faith | stand when deep | fall,in darkness | have light;
By faith | trust a pardon free,

By faith | keep my Lord's commands,

By faith I'm more than conqueror,

By faith | hope to see the Sorthe light of grace.

By faith I walk, | run, I fly,

By faith | suffer thrall;

By faith I'm fit to live and die,

By faith | can do all.

teacts from the poem ‘The Valour and Victories aftR’
BRalph Erskine, Eternal Life Ministries.

*kkkkkk
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To Him That Overcometh.

Jesus sent a message to each of the sevemebumdrevelation 2 and
3. There was one over-riding theme in each messageoming.

To Ephesus He said (2: 7,0 him thatovercometh will | give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the pdise of God.”
Remember, He could not allow Adam and Eveotttioue eating from
the tree of life after their fall, for that woulcwe perpetuated sin. Only
those who overcome sin can be granted access teethef life.

To Smyrna He said (2:11)e thatovercometh shall not be hurt of the
second death.”

To Pergamos He said (2:17),0 him thatovercometh will | give to eat of
the hidden manna, and will give him a white st@mgl in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth, saving herdaiveth it.

To Thyatira He said (2:26-28)And he thabvercometh, and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will | give power ous hations: And he shall
rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels ob#tgr shall they be broken
to shivers: even us | received of my Father Amtlllgive him the morning
star”

To Sardis He said (3:5)He thatovercometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment; and | will not blot out his name aitthe book of life, but |
will confess his name before my Father, and befiseangels.”

To Philadelphia He said (3:12}Klim that overcometh will | make a pillar
in the temple of my God, and he shall go no moteamd | will write
upon him the name of my God, and the name of thefcmy God, which
is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaeemriy God: and |
will write upon him my new name.”

To Laodicea He said (3:21)To him thatovercometh will | grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as | ats@rcame, and am set down with my
Father in His throne.”
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Overcoming is accomplished by faitliFor whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the victory thatercometh the world,
even our faith.” (1 John 5:4.Yhis is the faith of Jesus. This is the kind of
faith the remnant will posses$iere is the patience of the saints: here are
they that keep the commandments of God, and tiedfalesus.(Revela-
tion 14:12)These are so connected to Christ and filled vinéhfullness of
God that they would rather die than sin. You camateng that number if
you will fully surrender your life to the blessed\tor, and'press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of Gaddhrist Jesus, "perfect-
ing holiness in the fear of God."(Philippians 3:14, 2 Corinthians 7:1.)

1 John 5:4-5

For whatsoever is born of Goolvercometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faj8j.Who is he thabver-
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus isSbe of God?
Revelation 21:7

He thatovercometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his Godnd
he shall be my son
2 Corinthians 6:16-18

And what agreement hath the temple of God withs®idbr ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said, | wilell in them, and walk
in them; and | will be their God, and they shall Mg people. [17] Where-
fore come out from among them, and be ye sepasaith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive yfiB] And will be a Fa-
ther unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daugihsaith the Lord Al-
mighty.

These scripture instructions deercome apply just as much to us per-
sonally today as they did to the seven churchediored. The battle is not
won until victory has been achieved, owlercomers will share that rich
inheritance due to the children of God. Verse 1@vabtells us to “come
out, be separate, touch not” terms that mean aweacile on our part —
that of being arovercomer. May it be so for each of us and know that our
reward is in heaven. Let each reach out and h&mther to be aover-
come. JVL.

Compiled & Edited by:
J van Loon Deloraine TAS 7304
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