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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor's Desk.

Where you Are today
is the result of choices you made yesterday
Where you will be tomorrow

will be the result of your decisions today.
® ok ok ok ok Kk

The above quotation was noted at the end of deatation relating to
patient information for major surgery. It struck maher forcefully that
that is how my life has progressed and upon reflecgou may come to
the same conclusion about your life.

Wherever any of us are today, physically origglly, is indeed due to
yesterday’s choices. Some choices we would ratbehave made, some
we would have desired to make much earlier indifid | especially think
of choices pertaining to following the scriptures.

Any of us may still be struggling with choicesrespect of God’s re-
quirements for holiness, without which none of ub see Him nor enjoy
His presence. The quotation is also an encouragemenmat what we de-
cide today will affect our tomorrow or to put it anscriptural context — our
eternal destination. The choice is ours — heavemetr You and only you
can decide that for yourself. To make the rightiglen on any subject we
need the correct information and in the Scriptweswill find all the in-
formation we need to make that decision regardawgyan or hell.

The Scripture gives us the facts, the guiaslint is the blueprint for life
in this earthen vessel so that we can make it foe¢he Master’'s use, and
gain that crown of righteousness that is awaitithdplowers of Christ Je-
Sus.

Allow me to encourage each of you, as | haaenbencouraged by oth-
ers, to read the Scriptures daily, meditate upemtland live them. It will
bring the sure reward of heaven forever in theges of our Lord.

Possession of facts is knowledge, the useavhtis wisdom,

The choice is yours, choose wisely, choosdnif€hrist! JVL.
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COSEATITUDES FOR CALOTHERS

G8lessed is the mother who is poor in spirit: whordeels the need of
God each day, is ready to forget herself and hdriteons enough to listen
to her husband and children and to humbly fill tmeieds.

G8lessed is the mother who mourns, who feels thesathe burdens,
the sorrows, and trials of her family and otherepvean sympathize and
listen and share in consolation and counsel, awmdvstshe really cares;
who lends a helping hand and is willing to recéiedp and direction in her
own times of need.

G8lessed is the mother who is meek: who recognizeswa insuffi-
ciency; who realizes and lives the life of self-@&nwho can and does ad-
mit and confess her weaknesses and faults to helyfand others.

G8lessed is the mother who hungers and thirsts affleteousness: who
feels the need to feast on God's Word and spirfa@d, whether it be in
reading, attending church, in fellowship with felcChristians; who finds
a time to read His Word and to pray and meditatly;daho, by teaching
and example, instils this into her family.

O8lessed is the mother who is merciful, who realires own weak-
nesses and is, therefore, ready to forgive hedmhils failings throughout
the necessary correction, admonishment, or diseplivho is patiently
remembering that they are children and that thesdnmuch patient re-
minding; who is also an example in forgiving hesband and those with
whom she is in contact; who is not too ready tggithose around her or
to spread gossip and is concerned about their kgelfa

G8lessed is the mother who is a peacemaker: whdrisifig just with
her children; who is careful not to vent her owasfrations on her chil-
dren, thereby abusing them verbally or physicalliip tries to teach them
positive attitudes in their relationships, rathkart allowing feelings of
hurt, offence, bitterness; who also realizes tleatdhildren are not always
right, that their story may be biased, that shedsde take all sides into
consideration; who also is careful to maintain péacrelations with her
husband, keeping a united decision, and resenisugdy to their private
consultations.
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G8lessed is the mother who is pure in heart: whandiéels the need of
cleansing, of self-denial, of the guidance and wimsdand direction from
God, of the Holy Spirit's Presence.

G8lessed is the mother who is persecuted for rigisieess' sake: who
is humbly willing to stand for her convictions ipi&e of peer pressure or
those who may scoff behind her back; who doesh'ydssip discourage
her; who also implants in her children convictiamdahe confidence to
stand for the right, to also be considerate of sth@pinions and thinking,
so that we ourselves would not be persecutors.

G8lessed are you, mothers, for yours is the kingdbimeaven; for you
shall be comforted; for you shall inherit the eaftr you shall be filled;
for you shall obtain mercy; for you shall see Gfmat;you shall be called a
child of God,; for great is your reward in heaven.

Sister Mary Esther Unruh.
From “The Messenger of Truth” Used by permission.

*kkkkkk

The love of a wife to her husband may begin from the supply of her ne-
cessities, but afterwards she may love him also for the sweetness of his
person; so the soul first loves Christ for salvation but when she is
brought to Him and finds what sweetness there is in Him then she loves
Him for Himself.

*kkkkkk
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
Bro. Gladwin Koehn.

Keep The Feast.

The apostle Paul admonished the Corinthiankeep the feast, not with
old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice anckedness; but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" (1 Coranhk 5:8). This verse,
no doubt, pertains to the communion ordinance, touapply it more
broadly does no violence to the truth. Let us thieke of the "feast" pro-
vided in the grace of Christ for the Christian waflife.

It is obvious that the great Apostle is invakim the believers' minds
their knowledge of the Passover in Egypt. As theg afathe Israelites’ de-
parture from Egypt drew near, every home was taway with all leaven
(Exodus 12:15 &19). They were to take only unleagedough out of the
land (v. 39). This was the commencement of thet fefasnleavened bread,
"for in this selfsame day," the Lord said, "havierbught your armies out
of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe tlay in your generations
by an ordinance for ever" (Exodus 12:17).

Thus, God established a perpetual witness to ttietiiat they made a
clean break with Egypt when they went out that mele night. This
was to be commemorated every year "for ever."

We understand God's promise to David that imigne would be estab-
lished "for ever" (2 Samuel 7:16) as being fulflllen Christ Jesus. It car-
ried over into the New "Testament era and foundrits fulfillment under
grace. Likewise, the commission to the Israelitegdt the Passover with
unleavened bread and keep the feast of unleaverad ¥or ever” carries
into the gospel age in a spiritual sense. It symbslthe walk of life unde-
filed by the old flesh and the world.

The setting of the Apostle's urging to "keep fisast”" with "unleavened
bread" needs to be considered. The Corinthian bhues tolerating a case
of gross immorality among them. They apparentlyesminking that the
grace of God covered such a thing, and they glaneitiat. It is unlikely
they were glorying in the immorality but in a mistéa notion about grace
in relation to sin. But Paul told them, "Your glorg is not good. Know ye
not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lum@?Corinthians 5:6).
They were keeping the "feast” of the grace in Ghresus with the old
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leaven, not with the unleavened bread of sinceany truth. Leavened
bread and grace have no affinity.

When one looks at Christendom today, is not thatspi the mistaken
Corinthian believers in evidence on every hand? T$inot spoken solely
of tolerating immorality but in a broader senseaopervasive, deceptive
concept of grace that effects little purging of tid leaven. Oh beloved
people of God, beware!

The Lord calls whosoever will to a feast, sayin@pthe; for all things
are now ready" (Luke 14:17). How can our limitechds take in the extent
of that which God provides for His people (2 Pe3)? In Christ Jesus,
and by Him, a table that is all sufficient is sat the believers. David knew
that feast table and said that even when his eseasgailed him it was set
for him (Psalm 23). Not only is there great quanbit food but the variety
is meet for every situation in life. There is grdceevery trial through His
"exceeding great and precious promises.” Eatirtgisttable, we are made
"partakers of the divine nature, having escapectdnription that is in the
world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4).

Jesus taught us that to serve Him is our duty, usscave are blood-
bought servants. And when we come in from "thedfielnd are hot and
dusty, He is entirely within bounds to ask us tal giurselves and serve
Him a meal before we eat. Having done all this,skeuld yet say, "We
are unprofitable servants: we have done that whiak our duty to do"
(Luke 17:10). But in another sense, in the feagjrate, Christ is serving
our table, and He does not serve sparingly. Inretdste of the great eter-
nal feast after the Judgment, Christ even now dititsself, makes us sit
down, and comes forth to serve us (Luke 12:37).isThputs unleavened
bread on the table.

Eating at the Lord's Table will ensure a vibranti§ttan life. One won-
ders why some experience leanness of soul, liked3ason, Amnon, did.
He was asked, "Why art thou, being the king's s&am from day to day?"
(2 Samuel 13:4). Paul would say to us, "Keep tlastieThere is plenty of
provision."

As the Israelites came clean out of Egypt, symiedliby having de-
stroyed the old leaven, so true repentant beliegense clean out of the
world. That is, the spirits, attitudes, lusts, aidthe "rudiments of the
world" (Colossians 2:8) must be left behind. THi$ leaven includes what
the world likes and values highly, its accent, &advay of reasoning. All
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this is the old leaven and must be left behind. &omes we may loathe
the unleavened bread of the pure gospel like theelises despised the
manna, which was miraculously provided for them riibers 21:5). Too
many want to come to the Lord's Table with theindwead, and it is al-
ways leavened bread. The only true bread of thst fiea'the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth."

The people of God are who they are by the gracéauf, not by their
merit. The grace of God produces the identity ofdgal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should sfath the praises of Him
who hath called you out of darkness into His mawsllight" (1 Peter
2:9). Let us keep the feast with unleavened brbading purged out the
old leaven of the world, and thus exalt His grace.

kkkkkkk

ARE YOU MAKING THE WAY ATTRACTIVE?
JESUS saidt am the Way, the Truth and the Lif@ohn 14:6a

It is a common fact that all companionshiprasforming, that we will
soon bear the image of the person in whose comwargontinually are.

Peter was transformed from one who cursed amted his Master to a
preacher of the risen Christ. He was courteousisridik and filled with
the Holy Ghost. His transformation was ascribechi® companionship
with Jesus. Knowing the positive influence of compaship, it becomes a
matter of great concern what kind of companion weeta others. It is the
opinion of some that the Christian's influence ischnstronger than that of
the worldling.

In conversing with people, one soon is fackte with his companions.
They may be other people or books or things, buatexer they are, they
have made a deep impression. In meeting a Chrjsti@man soon be de-
tected how much praying, Bible reading, and Clarstellowship has been
enjoyed during the past days. Those whose compdraerbeen the Lord
are hungering and thirsting for righteousness amdready to assist in
every good work. Are you makinbhe Way attractive by the companion-
ship you provide?
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Paul wrote to the Philippians a good recommendafdr all Christians,
"that ye may be blameless and harmless, the do8sdy without rebuke,
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, gmehom ye shine as
lights in the world" (Philippians 2:15).

Jesus was the light of the world, and the deskrcould not overcome it.
In this crooked and perverse generation, Christs&uagild shine with such
a steady and brilliant light that the darkness wawer forget it. The sun,
moon, and stars, put in place by an Almighty Gaod,faithful and depend-
able. Our earthly timetable is arranged by the ddakility of these lights.
Are you as a Christian providing a dependable lighthose in spiritual
darkness, thus makinbhe Way attractive?

Perhaps the best way to promote good relatipastith those around us
is to be humble. Humility draws hearts together. Mlest keep in mind our
own great need of God's forgiveness and help indaily lives. Anyone
enjoys the company of a humble person. He may aawgpinion but does
not push it too far. Feelings of pride or supetiodrive wedges between
individuals, but humility will help us bring a thght or idea on a subject
and then leave it for others to prove. Submittingthers is very difficult
for the flesh, but having a proper estimation ofselves and our weak-
nesses will make it much easier. Are we makiitg Way attractive by
showing humility and submission?

How do we react when we see another personjdb aell? Love will
cause us to rejoice with them. A sincere complinvemiild be a proper re-
sponse. As we practice giving sincere complimentsenoften, it will be-
come easier and will makBhe Christian Way attractive to those who
receive those compliments.

Do we really listen when someone talks to usa@ we only hearing
the words they speak without paying attention ® hieart-feelings of the
other person. Sometimes we are too quick to judgshar person. We
should try to see things from the other personistpd view. Are we mak-
ing The Way attractive by being good listeners and promoting u
building, positive friendships?

Love born in the heart will bear fruit in ouvds. Some of this fruit will
be compassion, courtesy, and kindness. It is goambnsider whether we
care enough about another person's feelings. Smeethe easy way is to
stay aloof and not become involved in the situatibrue Christian love
will cause me to lay aside my own work and go tselmeone else in need.
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It will, at times, send us to our prayer closetptay on behalf of someone
else.

We would be surprised how little time is used daow much encour-
agement a cheery "Good morning!" can give. The santeie of a pleas-
ant smile, a pat on the back to those we come itaco with either on a
daily basis or only once in a lifetime. We needéofriendly and show ap-
preciation for people of all ages and all walkdifef. Jesus loves everyone
equally, and it is a challenge for us to do likewvigre we makinglhe
Way attractive by showing love and concern for thosemeet?

Our attitude is the mental position we takedaoha fact or state; it is the
total emotional and intellectual response of anviddal to their envi-
ronment. We don't have an attitude, but attituomgehus! Admiral Rick-
over of the U. S. Navy said that three of the mpxgiortant lessons we
learn in life are experience, proper attitude, aachmon sense. Daniel 6:3
says that "an excellent spirit was in him." Thiisteis that Daniel had a
good attitude about life. Are you makidthe Way attractive by the atti-
tude you choose to portray in your response tatfteimstances you face
daily?

Only with God's help can we have the graceet@lproper companion,
shine as a dependable light in these dark timedjupeble, submissive,
good listeners, loving, caring, sharing individuads¢h the proper attitude.
It is a big package, but we have a great powerhwaitbethe Spirit of God
living within us and controlling our actions. Mayo® bless us with deter-
mination to makélhe Christian Way more attractive to everyone we

meet.
Used by permission from The Messenger of Truth...

kkkkkkk
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SNIPPETS.
Composers/Writers of Hymns used in the Mennoniter€iHymnal.

Anne STEELE

Born: 1716, Broughton, Hampshire, England.

Died: November 11, 1778, Broughton, Hampshire, England.
Buried: Broughton, Hampshire, England.
PseudonymTheodosia.

Anne was the daughter of William Steele, a tintherchant who was al-
so a lay preacher at the Baptist church in BroughEte lost her mother at
age 3. At age 19, a severe hip injury made hdebptig invalid. At age 21,
her fiancé drowned the day before they were to beied. From this ser-
ies of tragedies rose 144 hymns and 34 versifieth#®s which were enor-
mously popular. Her main work w&oems on Subjects Chiefly Devotional
(1760). When Trinity Church in Boston, Massachsétthere Phillips
Brooks later became rector) published its hymnal808, 59 of its 144
hymns were from the pen of Anne Steele. She pexleiw remain anony-
mous, though, writing under a pen name. Her tonmestarried the fol-
lowing words:

Silent the lyre, and dumb the tuneful tongue,
That sung on earth her great Redeemer’s praise;
But now in Heaven she joins the angelic song,

In more harmonious, more exalted lays.

Hymns

1. Father, Whate’er of Earthly Bliss

2. He Lives! The Great Redeemer Lives!
3. My God, My Father, Blissful Name!

4. Almighty Maker of My Frame

*kkkkkk
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The Ribband of Blue Principle In the New Testament.

The concepts that we are looking at have tavidlo our survival. Many
of the concepts that we would like to look at aeég hotly debated in our
time, but | trust that we are rooted and groundetikanow where we stand.
Turn with me to Numbers 15:37-41. This, of couisean Old Testament
passage. We will be moving quickly into the New taesent but we want
to see this practice as found in Numbers "End the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israet] bid them that they
make them fringes in the borders of their garmeéntsughout their gen-
erations, and that they put upon the fringe of bimedersa ribband of
blue: And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye n@gk upon it, and
remember all the commandments of the LORD, andhelm;tand that ye
seek not after your own heart and your own eydsr afhich ye use to go
a whoring: That ye may remember, and do all My camuiments, and be
holy unto your God. | am the LORD your God, whicbulght you out of
the land of Egypt, to be your God: | am the LORDry@od."

| would like to look briefly at thisibband of blue in the Old Testament.
It is a little hard to determine exactly what tlesked like. There may be
varying differing opinions as to exactly how tho®ked, but it was to be a
special mark. Someone made this observation, dhduight it was inter-
esting that blue represents heaven. (I think wegeize that). Therefore,
this mark was to be blue and it was to bring heaeemind even as they
were looking earthward. | think that was the whalepose of it.

We have this referred to in Matthew. Jesus wioiegarb - thigibband
of blue. Matthew 9:20 says a woman, "touched the hem sfgdrment." It
is referring to this. In Matthew 14:36 it says tllay "besought Him that
they might only touch the hem of His garment: asdvany as touched
were made perfectly whole." Thus, Jesus wore Bignetimes the ques-
tion comes, "Did Jesus dress any differently frov@ people of His day?"
The answer is a very quick, "Yes." He wore the 3bvgarb in the midst of
a wicked generation. The Pharisees also wore eshave this referred
to, "all their works they do for to be seen of miem this case they
"enlarge[d] the borders of their garments.” Thug, see they definitely
practiced this even as the New Testament era wasgdo be.

There is nothing really mysterious about tBismetimes people will tie
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a knot in their handkerchief so that they do nagéd. God simply had
them put this mark on their clothes so they woubd florget. It was that
simple.

However, what may seem to be a very trivialx@utl observance repre-
sented a very profound and deep spiritual truthraadty. This is what we
want to be touching on. It was to be a mark ofinicsion - a separation be-
tween Israel and all other people. Israel was al@eqeople - they were a
special people and God wanted them to remember Exatdus 19:5-6,
says"Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeedddeep My cove-
nant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure untodideve all people: for all
the earth is Mine: And ye shall be unto me a kimyad priests, and a holy
nation." That is what He wanted them to remember that these. The
ribband of blue was to help them remember who they were, whose they
were, and how they were to live in the midst of tiagions.| think that is
what God is saying here in a summary.

Let us leave the Old Testament and go to the Nestament and see
this principle there. Before turning to the New fB@sent Scripture that we
want to look at, | would like to observe severah@Js in somewhat of an
introduction.

1) The Old Testament has been done away wih.us establish that
clearly. 2 Corinthians 3:11 would even tell us théiat was written on ta-
bles of stone has been done away with and thatwiet? - The Ten
Commandments. Many Old Testament principles haea be-established
in the New, but as far as the actual Old Testamei#t,no longer binding
to us who are under the New Testament.

2) Another concept, it is true that the Old Testatremphasized the out-
ward form and ceremonyometimes | wonder how Israel remembered all
that they were to do. Have we ever wondered how ¢beld keep track of
everything that they were to do? It seemed that Gad them going
through outward motions in an effort to somehow resg the heart. It
seemed that God started with the outside seekigegttto the inside in the
Old Testament. In the New Testament He immedidiggs care of the
heart problem and then it moves to the outsideréffbee, we do have that
difference in principle.

There are many who feel that the moment thastad talking about the
external that we are immediately "Old Testamenwbuld raise the ques-
tion, "Does the New Testament say anything aboaitotitward?" Does it
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have anything to say about ceremonies? There s @&Wet of this thinking
around that the New Testament liberates, and tha isl that the moment
we start speaking about the outward, we are somatiabiting the Spirit.
Again, | would raise the question, "Does the Newtdment address at all
the outward form in whatever area?"

There are some who feel that Numbers 15 idl&dfin the giving of the
Holy Spirit. This was to remind and help them tmeenber all the com-
mandments of the Lord. Some would feel that iswlek of the Holy
Spirit in the New Testament. Therefore, the HolyriBpelps us to remem-
ber, and that is true. We have something in the Nestament era that the
Old Testament did not have. We have the Spiribgwvithin that reminds
us. Thus, in many regards, the Holy Spirit doesvanshis passage.

However, | propose that it does not answer firely. | would raise this
guestion, "Does the Holy Spirit remind us to loaele other without the
holy kiss which is an outward form and ceremony?ioles not. | think the
answer is obvious. Does the Holy Spirit remindaibelp each other in our
Christian walk without the feet washing service®eBthe Holy Spirit help
us to remember the headship principle without thadiship veiling? Does
the Holy Spirit help us to remember the death aofisiand its meaning to
us without the communion service which is an outiveeremony and an
outward form? By the same token, does the HolyitSgmind us who we
are and whose we are and how we are to live withaytoutward help?
The answer | think is too obvious. The New Testandees give us tangi-
ble helps and that is what we will be looking at.

| will quickly establish this againhe ribband of blue principle (not the
practice) is alive in the New Testamefihe practice passed with the Old
Testament. | do not see any of us wearing what Nusfh5 speaks of.
Therefore, the practice is not with us, but | dbdwe the principle is with
us. Now, the burden rests to prove that.

Romans 12 is the counterpartiod New Testament where this principle
(not the practice) is picked up. The principle a®g here in the New Tes-
tament has a practice. We will see that. Romans- 22says,'| beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God; yleapresent your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, whis your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: b ge transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what & tjood, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of Godlh verse 2 especially, we have the Numbers
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15 principle re-established in the New Testament.

In order to understand this, we would like doK at some of the words
that are found here in Romans 12 to help us to nstated how we are
making this conclusion. We see the term, "be nataroned.” It is interest-
ing that those scholars who understand the origar@uage (the Greek)
would say that the word "conform” refers to thatieshhcan be seen with
the sight and the senses. It relates with fashicess, clothing and so forth.
Thus, conform here means fashion as it relatdset@titward appearance.

In 1 Peter 1: 14, this same Greek word is tedadl "fashioning.”As
obedient children, not fashioning yourselves acocwdo the former lusts
in your ignorance: But as He which hath called ysunoly, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation; Because it is wnit&e ye holy; for | am
holy" (1 Peter 1:14-16). Therefore, the thought of conftiere relates to
outward appearance. It is interesting and surgigiat J. B. Smith, Vines,
and many others who have studied into the Greajukzge will agree that
this word is referring to dress. "Be not conforntedhe world in dress."
That is exactly what is in focus here.

"Stop patterning your clothes after the world."distrallying around the
world's pattern that has its source in the unregeadeart and mind - the
spirit of this age.

Let us now look at the next word phrase, "bé canformed to this
world:" then we have a colon. A colon in the Englianguage often indi-
cates that what follows further explains, clarifies is at least a parallel
thought. Therefore, if the forepart of the verstalking about dress, would
it be wrong to suggest that the latter part alses@oWe will see shortly
that it does. Let us notice the word transformeggk hit also speaks of the
outward. In fact, it was interesting for me to diger that the Greek word
here has a common root with our word "metamorpliosihen an ugly
caterpillar turns into a beautiful butterfly whaagpens? Was it only his
inner nature that changed? No, really it was hisvatd appearance, was it
not? Therefore, this word in the Greek is agairmaig to outward ap-
pearance.

Let us turn to Matthew 17:2 to see how thisdvamas translated in an-
other setting. It will substantiate that it is usedeference to the outward
appearance again. Jesus took Peter, James andnbhHibringeth them up
into a high mountain apart, And was transfiguretblgethem." His inner
nature was changed and He became a new creatide.itssthat what the
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Scripture says there? He immediately, "was trans#id.” That word trans-
figured is the same word as was used for transforifieerefore, when Je-
sus was transfigured, immediately "His face dichehas the sun, and His
raiment was white as the light." Again, it was theward expression and
the outward appearance which comes into focus.

Returning to Romans 12:2 we have this thoudgBtop patterning your
clothes after the world and your depraved naturd,sart something.” We
often (at least for me) look at this verse asrigllis to stop patterning after
the world. However, | failed to see that it wasadl to start something.
Thus, it says, "stop something,” but it is alsoirsgy "start something."
"Stop patterning your clothes after the world andrydepraved nature, and
start patterning your clothes after the reneweddmithe spiritual nature.”
This is what we have in this verse. As we hadedliaround the world's
pattern, now we should start rallying around thiégpa of truth. Again, we
often saw the negative side of this verse but tieeevery clear, positive
side to this as well. We are to start patterningselwes the way the chil-
dren of God do - the way a people with a renewetrdp.

There are other Scriptures which enlarge anttiought like Philippians
3:16. Interestingly, someone observed that we Baba 3:16, 1 Timothy
3:16 and also another very key verse - Philippaids$. It is a key verse
because it is so important for understanding thesp of our life. Philippi-
ans 3:16 says, "Let us walk by the same rule." Whed "rule" as used
here means standard. "Let us walk by the same at@nkbt us mind the
same thing." In other words, this is exactly what ave taught in Romans
12:2. Stop going after the world's pattern. Staihg after the pattern of
the people of God - the rule that the people of &wdto follow.

We might say, "The Scriptures are not thatrcted.” This is truethe
Bible is written in principle formThat is right.We will look at six princi-
plesa little bit laterwhich govern how one is to dre3sey are in principle
form. If the Bible needed to address every issa¢ ¢tver arose, it would
have become an impractical book. For example, wheas a boy, it was
fender skirts, drag pipes, and the spinner on theelg. That is what was
then. If the Bible would have needed to spell duihou shalt not have
fender skirts. Thou shalt not have drag pipes,tetheould have been a
large audience that has read the Bible in centpass who would not have
even known what they were talking about to stathwbsecondly, if the
Bible had to be that detailed, it would have becameery impractical
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book. Therefore, God put the Bible in principlenforThere are some de-
tails but in principle form.

Who is to say what form the people of God aréotlow, since Philippi-
ans 3:16 tells us that we are to do it the same Widnnk the Bible has the
answer to that. We see in Matthew 16, and 18, aot$ A5, that the
Church is to do that. That is a subject in itselbwever, the church is to
take these great principles of the Scripture amudyapto the current issues
of their generation. Brethren and sisters, we atamthe dark on that. We
know how the people of God are to dress, Romar dalls us to estab-
lish a stigma and a barrier between us and thedwbet us now go back to
this verse and look at some more key words. "Saifeming yourself after
Paris and Hollywood. Start patterning your dreserahe Church and the
direction she gives." That is the bottom line teagthere. Now, let us look
at the word "prove." The text says directly, "Thatmay prove." The word
prove here could be translated "discern.” "Thatngy discern what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

This wordprovesis very interesting. Again, it is a word that sed pri-
marily to address the outward. In fact, | think haitit exception it ad-
dresses the outward. We have Scriptures like, 'ngrege be in the faith;
prove your own selves." (2 Corinthians 13:5) Howvel do that? It is by
looking at what the outward is expressing, to knvavat the heart is about.
"But let a man examine himself." (1 Corinthians2B):"Happy is he that
condemneth not himself in that thing which he altlw’ (Romans 14:22)
The word "alloweth," is the same Greek word. Agtiis speaks of the
outward. It is interesting how the whole way thrbubis verse, we have
the outward coming into living. It is the thougHtaemonstrating by do-
ing.

This principle and this thought is what conme ifocus. We practice the
holy kiss, sisters with sisters, brethren to bethi_et us raise this ques-
tion, "Do we practice the holy kiss only for therpose of expressing
love?" That is part of it, but it is not all of it.not only expresses love, but
it stimulates love. That is exactly what is comimgo focus here. Paul
says, "Stop patterning yourselves after the wdBthrt patterning your-
selves after the Church so that you not only giwdence of being separate
from the world and separated unto God, but so ithatll stimulate that
separation.” There is thhébband of blue principle. This principle is to help
us be what we should be in this world.
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Prove,has the idea of proving by doing. That is the Béyle principles
are. They perpetuate themselves. Separate, nomoedadress helps us to
discern what is "that good, and acceptable, antegerwill of God." |
would hasten to say that we can take an unconvedesbn and put God's
people's clothes on him and he will still be anamwerted person. It is not
talking about that kind of discernment. We needrtbes birth to get that
kind of discernment. This Scripture teaches us #helild of God who is
already born again will be helped in their underdiag of how to live a
separate, and how to relate to the world as they @kod in this area of
life. That is what is in focus. That is thi#band of blue principle in the
New Testament.

As the Church takes her place in establishingitorm pattern and prac-
tice, this fulfils the Bible principles in the Nefiestament. It is that pattern
of application that serves as thbband of blue. It is not of a given cut, or
of a given stitch, but it as the Church makes tatgilication to all six of
the principles that we will look at. It is that abjpicture of application that
becomes theibband of blue in the New Testament.

How many times have we been helped to discdrat ws right, and to
not go a-whoring, to not follow our evil heart, almdremember the com-
mandments of God because we were dressed like iati@hrin a given
situation? One brother put it this way: he said tlteahad a bumper sticker
on his car, and that helped him many times, in anerd of impatience, to
not pass or cut someone off because he knew thert tv passed the indi-
vidual, they would read his bumper sticker. Thahsgrinciple is what
this is teaching in relation to dress. As we drealyy around the principles
of Scripture, and follow the pattern of God's peopthe Church, that will
help us to behave right in the circumstances efdd we face the world.

Some might say, "Spiritual people have deepsources than that. They
do not need such tangible helps.” | would raissehguestions, "Do they
need communion? Do spiritual people need the hisg?kDo they need the
headship veiling? Do they need the feet washing@? Do spiritual peo-
ple need that kind of help?" The answer is an emph&es," if we will
be Biblical and sound to the truth. Therefore, whenseek to be fair with
the doctrine of distinctive, separated attire, wile need to recognize that
there is a tangible expression that God is callingo. It is true that this
kind of teaching causes a fuss. In fact, therenzaay people that squirm
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over this kind of teaching. | am sometimes staré&dow many of our
own people squirm sometimes. It seems to be wherectoss hits and
hurts the hardest. For some reason that is thetvgagms to be, but that is
typical.

What follows Numbers 15? Korah, Dathan, andr&bi Let us look at
Numbers 16:1 and notice what the first word is. obkad given teaching
in relation to how to dress. Then it says, "threarg later?" What does it
say? "Now." Immediately after that teaching. "Nowatid there was the re-
bellion. Thus we see, "Stop patterning your clothiésr the world, but pat-
tern them after the renewed mind, that you maydtte your ability and
that you may be able to discern the will of GodtaBksh the stigma and
the barriers that help keep the people of God dpart the people of the
world. Joseph understood that. When his brethrereaown from Canaan
into Egypt, he understood that principle perfecHy said to his brethren,
"The first thing we will do is go to Pharaoh. Wellviell him that we are
shepherds, and will tell him that at the beginrty@gause shepherds are an
abomination to Egyptians.” His brethren could haail, "Now, Joseph let
us put our best foot forward. Let us save thatldst.” No, Joseph under-
stood that if they would survive in Egypt there de@ to be an immediate
barrier between his family and Egypt. He understtiad, and that is ex-
actly what God understands, and wants us to uraetst

Some years ago while holding meetings in a distangregation | heard
the story of a brother that went a little like thite had grown up himself
in a Fundamentalist Protestant church. Many of nesfamiliar with this
denomination, and in many ways they believe likedeeas far as their
teaching, but to his disappointment, he was losiisgchildren, one after
another. One day, it dawned on him what the tromas. He said, "l am
losing my children to the world because | am toosel to the world."
Therefore, he found the Mennonites and he fountdthimwas the answer.

He used to chide his former church friendshi@ Protestant setting by
saying this, "We both know that the New Testameathes that there is
the world and there is the Church and they are dvgtinct entities. If
where you go to church, if that is the Church, nedl where is the world?"
He understood, and had come to grasp that ther¢ lbeua difference, a
barrier, and a stigma. There must be somethingktbeys it clear This is
what is being taught here in Romans 12. Now we ledlve this line of
thought.
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We will look next at some observations. Firsatf | would like to touch
a little history. There is a little of this kind d¢éaching around that the
Anabaptists were not distinctive and they did neisd differently. If they
did, their enemies would have been able to noheent one right after an-
other. We know that is exactly what happened. Tdidydress differently.
Let me quote just some things from history. Onedlyaknows where to
start or stop here in this, but a lot of their erenrecorded things about
them.

One opponent wrote, "They insist on modest sgpand condemn out-
ward adornment.” Another writer, "Their daily wadkd deportment ap-
pears to be pious, holy and blameless. They shsityadothing. They de-
spise expensive food and drink, clothe themselids avarse cloth, cover
their heads with broad felt hats.” Another one séaitiere is a certain peo-
ple called Anabaptists. They want nothing to dchwiite world because it
is written, 'Ye shall not be conformed to the wdrltherefore, like a new
order of monks they make rules about clothing whieref what form and
shape, how long, wide or big they shall be. Herewliey reject all costly
clothing and ornamentation. They call all of thtiseathen" who make use
of these worldly things." There was an Anabaptisitter in prison. The
records state that in 1544 a man decided he waulid gnd try to deceive
this brother. The man going in was not an Anabaplise records say that,
"He disguised himself and was said to be dress@ddibrother.” Let me
ask this, if they were not distinctive in their sisehow did they know he
was a brother? This helps prove they had theiepeat One could go on
and on with that. There was a young man who canmeehio his parents
who were not Anabaptists, and it says "He came homAnabaptist's
clothes.” Another person was reported as still aabaptist, because he
still wore Anabaptist clothes. More could be said.

| would like to make some more observationgding it a little closer
to our time. We not only have the testimony of dnigt but we also have
the testimony of that which comes from following t&criptures in relation
to this. We have some observations. The Scriptteésis we are to do
some observing, "prove all things:" and then "Halst that which is good."
(1 Thess.5:21) Those Conferences that held thetbédennonite distinc-
tives in dress, maintained non-resistance theib@&tord War Il. Statistics
prove that. It is not guess work. The Church greefastest and enjoyed
the most rapid growth during the periods when sag tlie most separated.
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| remember vividly, more than forty years agloew the churches in our
Conference area in the valley were talking likes thif we will win the
world, we will need to relax all of this differenc&e will need to get a lit-
tle more like them to win them." | am sure someyofi remember that
echo going up and down the communities. They asbthat if we will be
able to keep our young people, then we, somehosd teerelax this whole
thing and not be quite as stringent.

| would raise this question, "After forty yeavhat do we see?" Recently
| was in one those churches for a funeral and icaedtthat their member-
ship must have been down a half or less, from wthased to be when |
used to get there as a visitor. | have come tmldat they are not keeping
their young people. They are joining the Baptisisd why not, because it
is all the same. Did it work? No, it did not work.

A liberal Mennonite minister was at one of owngregations several
years ago. He had been very active in mission wdekvisited on a night
that the preacher brought a message on somethirggition to dress. Af-
terwards, one of our brethren who knew this makedésim, "How did
you feel about that kind of teaching?" He repliddVell, it is what | be-
lieve." (Incidentally that man was still plain hiet§ but he said, "You
cannot do mission work and follow that." It happete be that one of our
brethren who had talked to him had recently retirfrem the mission
field and he said, "Oh, | do not understand thEh’s man enquired further
and said, "You mean you are doing mission work #redpeople whom
you bring into the church on the mission field |dide the people here to-
night?" Our brother said, "Why, yes." Then, thisnmasked, "You mean
you have members?" Our brother said, "Yes." The than asked, "You
mean your churches are growing?" Our brother s¥ids, faster than we
can keep up." This principle of separation andofeihg the Scriptures in
this regard, will help us to grow not hinder.

We also have the testimony of those who losaisgwn and noncon-
formity. Those who weaken in this area and dropuffer a tremendous
loss. It is not very far from losing this principlatil we accept divorce and
remarriage and a whole list of things. It is vetgrging how rapid that
goes. Someone made this observation, "The Menrsowite have had this
practice and drop it, go further than those whoendénad it." | think of a
certain field man who used to come to my placewde so disgusted with
one of the church papers that the Mennonite chputtishes, (He was not
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a Mennonite) but they had gone further than hedvad gone.

However, the most sobering aspect is thatfalie begins in the appre-
ciations. How do we feel about this kind of teagfinThat determines
where we will be twenty, or twenty-five years froraw. | am always con-
cerned how our young people feel. Do they feel galoout Bible teaching
in regard to dress? Do they appreciate it? Are #mapracing it because
they know it is right, or is there a bit of disgadtout it underneath? It all
begins in the appreciations. Are we somewhat astiaohé? Do we tend
to hide it and would we simply wish somehow thatweuld not have to
be quite so practical about all of this? Once tteakdown starts, it is very
difficult to turn it around. It is like the old seng, "It is better to hold the
wagon at the top of the hill than to try to stophalf way down the hill."
One can observe that as well.

We have the testimony of those who come tol esin think of some
brethren who are with us today, who came from tleeldv They came
from drugs, drinking, smoking and all the immonaliToday they see and
understand the value in this kind of teaching andeustanding to keep
free from the world sometimes more than our own Twey understand
that as they are approached by evil that cleaindiste attire helps them to
remain firm. They see the benefits.

We also have the testimony of the Church. Wres thinks of the tre-
mendous effort that the Church has put forth okerdenturies to maintain
what we are talking about, it stands as a loud@mhis generation. There
have been a lot of voices that have come and gosetbe years. | am not
very old, but I did live during a time when one weearing strange voices.
Some of the voices that come say that distinctitieeacloses the doors for
witness. Is that true? | always think of one of brethren who said he was
sitting in an airport and a man walked up to hird aaid, "Every time | see
you people God talks to me." Our brother very wissdked, "What does
He say?" The man replied, "Well, this is the waglknin it." That opened
the door, did it not? It did not close the dooogened the door.

It used to be said that hypocrites wear iis jpossibly true that there are
some people who wear distinctive attire who doreptesent it, but we do
not stop getting married simply because there verde and remarriage.
Furthermore, hypocrites usually go for the bestecoMaybe hypocrites
using plain clothes as cover actually validatesesteblishes its value.

Someone might say (this used to be a cry)p"hat have conviction for
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it." I would immediately raise this question, "Douy have conviction for
anything else?" Often a person's conviction inti@tato distinctiveness in
attire and other convictions go hand in hand. Ifsge a weakness in this
area, we will see a weakness in a broad spectrumoth&r cry used to be,
"The other denominations do not hold to it." Tteatrue for a lot of things,
including non-resistance. Some would say, "It ishsa little thing." If it is
such a little thing then let us simply do it. Tiethe simple answer. Again,
those voices have come to the Church over the years

The price that has been paid over the yearthéychurch stands as a
loud testimony to this generation. | have accedwate to the minutes of
Virginia Conference and also of another Conferendbe Washington
Franklin County Conference. | enjoy paging that aeding some of the
things the church has grappled with. Apparentlyopbe had hair back
then, because they were taking issue with thefhds of that day. When
one sees what the church was grappling with, isdhdays, it is the same
thing, maybe in a little different form, but thensa thing we are facing to-
day. Young people, what we are attempting to da aBurch is not some
strange far out idea that a few men in this gereratecided to try to push.
We are continuing something that men stood andhofay, for centuries.
We ought to rise to that kind of challenge.

A few concluding considerations for how we dughpractice in rela-
tion to the practical side of thigbband of blue and distinctive attireWe
are not in the dark. The Bible teaches six prirespl
1) Modesty.

This means that clothes are intended to coverdira of the body, rather
than to expose and to accent.

2) Simplicity.

We are not to draw attention to ourselves, havaraentation, frills and

extra buttons and stitches. Our clothes need tsirbple so that men can
see past the clothes and into the inner charatéreoman. That is what
God desires.

3) Nonconformity.

We are not to follow the fashions of the world. tBren when the side-
burns go down, ours should not go down. When tleeymand completely
off, ours should not go off. We are not to be iefleed by the fads and
fashions.
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4) Stewardship.

We do not have clothing which represents the fithis does not mean we
must always buy the cheapest, because sometimehdapest is not the
best stewardship. One brother said, "One sistershamany dresses he
wonders how many closets they must have in theiséd In that case,
somewhere the concept of stewardship is not quiterstood.

5) The distinction between men and women.

They are not to wear that which pertains to eadterofDeuteronomy

22:5].

6) Uniformity.

The people of God are to dress alike (Philippiad$)3

When it comes to how we should dress, we ateim¢he dark. The
Church has given a voice, not only in this generatbut in all genera-
tions. Further, we know how Mennonites should loBkr the men we
have the plain hat, the plain suit, black footwdang sleeve shirts for
dress, and buttoned up. | was amazed how that pakes to in the church
in the past. For women there is the plain bonhetplain cape dress, black
hose and footwear, the veiling, and subdued dardeurs rather than the
loud, light, fancy type of things.

There are a few considerations in the facehisf We should basically
have two categories of clothes, what we wear fand8y and what we
might wear for every day. We might have some thihgs$ are in between,
but why cannot the "in between" be simply clothihgt is a little too worn
to wear to church? Therefore, we only have the Itasic categories. That
will protect us.

We must avoid the casual. Our sisters cannatoge into the streets of
our towns unnoticed. The challenge of this reallynes to our brethren.
We can dress in a way that somehow we can kind ainf/where. If we
meet a brother he cannot say we are worldly, aneifneet a worldly per-
son they cannot say that we are a brother. We owgktear our plain
clothes when the occasion puts us in a normal drpssituation such as
going to the doctor's office, hospital visits amavel. | appreciate one of
the older brethren whom | travel a lot with, insighat we wear our plain
suits. It can be the warmest day in July, but wivenare travelling, in the
airports, on the airplane, we are dressed likengaople. | believe it is in
honour of this principle.
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Of course, when the farmer goes to the tractaiet and has a greasy
part, he will not wear his suit. We know that, leuen there | believe there
are some of our everyday clothes where there i mistinction today be-
tween the plain man and the worldly man than theae a generation ago.
Let us be sure to maintain a mark of distinctiorewkve are in public. We
need the protection that having a stigma betweeandsthe world pro-
vides. We need to have sufficient separation andksnaf distinction such
that the stigma and barrier remain with the woltk must do that.

Sometime ago | was walking through Chambersbiicgoss the street a
young man saw me and hollered at me, "Hi smokest&tsk was referring
to my hat. | felt "Oh, where could | disappear.” Weed that. That is ex-
actly what we need. We need to be reminded thatvéhand the world are
headed on two different roads, serving two diffeiengdoms, serving two
different kings and headed for two different dassn May the Lord help
us to bear that cross. Sometimes this is wherértider hits the road.”

May we be faithful in demonstrating what Godesaching in Romans
12.

Message by Bro. H. Lynn Martin. Given at Wintebl&iSchool, Richland Men-
nonite Church, PA. Used by permission from “ThepRuExchange”

*kkkkkk

COME CLOSER

The essence of Christian life and our hope of heave in walking close to the
Saviour. He is leading the way, and we must foldasely. One may feel he or
she is near the Lord, but because of circumstaoicearticular needs, the Spirit
beckons them to come closer. An evidence of sacatiibn is an increased urge
to walk ever closer to Christ.

Once Peter followed the Lord afar off (Luke 22:5an the surface, the fisher-
man had committed himself to go with the Lord religss what happened (Mark
14:31). But when the test came, Peter could ngtistéhe footprints of the Mas-
ter. In spirit he lingered so far behind that hst lthe way. Later, when he was
"converted" (Luke 22:32), he indeed walked clos¢ht Lord, even unto a mar-
tyr's death.

Precious and timeless hymns express the desirélassing of being close to
the Lord. One, "Come Closer to Me," by B. Elliot Mé&n (1867-1951) says,
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"When | get weary with toils of the day, Off in teecret, | kneel and pray; There
| can hear my Lord sweetly say, ‘Come closer, Miid¢lho Me." In the common
and tiring scene of life, one must stay near toMlaster. While toils of everyday
life are normal, weariness does, many times, kaimgwareness that there is more
to life. It is at such times that one feels a loiggto lose himself in the Lord.
Coming close to Him provides a refuge and restrbéting else can provide.

"When in afflictions | suffer long," Elliot pennetdiJesus comes, bringing this
lovely song: "Trust in My grace and you shall bemsg, Come closer, My child,
to Me." Trouble will make one either better ortdiit depending on whether one
stays close to the Lord. Afflictions of body andnehi perhaps more than any
other thing, cause us to hear the Lord saying, "€ataser, My child, to Me."
This is not an escape from reality, but recognitioat true reality is perceived
only by being close to the Saviour. Only then does see these things in the con-
text of fleeting time and the sovereignty of GochdAthere one lays hold on the
promise that even this body will one day be redekinem its corruption and
frailty (Romans 8:23).

Perhaps the greatest need and comfort of being ttothe Lord relates to the
Christian's status in the world. Again, hear thedsoof song: "When all around
in this cold, dark land, Nothing encourages meaad, Jesus says, holding me by
the hand, "Come closer, My child, to Me." The evi® finds the world accom-
modating finds no meaning in these words. But ® ¢toss-bearing believer in
Christ, who is a stranger in the world, they mearcim He finds no inspiration,
no heavenward drawing, in the things the world toasffer. Nothing here en-
courages him to stand fast. But his resolve quiskeimen Christ, tugging him by
the hand, says, "Come closer to Me."

Certainly, a Christian is enthused about life. Bigt life finds its fullest mean-
ing in the context of living for the Lord. He isrtgcious that he is no accident and
that God has a purpose for him. That purpose isndisand often counters the
world's course. Thus, walking close to the Savieu€hristian shares more and
more in the precarious position that Christ hadevim the world (John 15:18-20;
1 John 3:13). Rather than compromising with theldvand its spirits, the true
Christian hears Jesus saying, "Come closer, MylctolMe." Here he finds com-
pensation for his loneliness.

The Christian's basic opposition is from within.eTold nature (which of itself
is not imputed as sin) is just as strong todayvas. €hristians, too, are "prone to
wander" because of the weakness of the flesh. ®tleetfall of man from his first
state, the world wallows in degradation, debaucheng self worship. The fol-
lowers of Christ live in the midst of this. Someopke point out that the moral de-
pravity of imperial Rome was worse than that ofistyctoday, yet the believers
endured. But never before has there been sucheasdiflood of enticements di-
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rected toward the basic self-serving nature of mham in our day. Its appeal is
subtle and pervasive, choices are endless, aidtak interest of "the good life."
In this way our days are more perilous than evéorbg2 Timothy 3:1-2). In all
this, does not a Christian hear Jesus whisper@gie closer, My child, to Me"?

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) asks in the hymn "Am | @i8oof the Cross," "Are
there no foes for me to face? Must | not stem linedf? Is this vile world a friend
to grace, To help me on to God?" Someone has pbimi¢ that as the world
grows more contrary to sound principles, the cattbetween it and a Christian
will be more noticeable. If in all honesty we woulded to admit that the differ-
ence is lessening, who is changing position? Chrishangeless (Hebrews 13:8),
and that means His doctrine remains the same.itYéses need interpretation for
our day, but Holy Spirit-led application of the Vdanever makes "this vile world
a friend to grace." Consistent interpretation arattice of the faith will always
coincide with Christ's tender plea, "Come closey,d¥ild, to Me."

The Christian's outlook and prospects are as baghthe promises of God.
Those promises are "exceeding great and preci@uBéter 1:4). Christ has prom-
ised to be with us until the very end (Matthew 28:He assures us that no man
can pluck us out of His hand (John 10:28). Andapestle Paul exalts in the love
of God and says nothing can separate us from the. lkte says a Christian can
be more than a conqueror through Christ Jesus (R®8185-39). However, these
benefits and promises are contingent on stayinge¢land drawing closer, to
Him. Failing of that condition, one has no assueanichope.

It appears that the realm of spirits opposing #ithfis becoming more agi-
tated today. The sea of time is getting choppyhasship of the true faith nears
the harbour. Some people are "tossed to and fi,carried about with every
wind of doctrine" (Ephesians 4:14). Because of @gtwinds, God's children
must be established, strengthened, and settledeirtrtie faith (1 Peter 5:10).
They must be "rooted and grounded in love" (Epmssial7). Surely, the Spirit
bids us to come close to the Saviour and abideruhdeshadow of His wing. It's
as though a storm is about to break, and wheredyang rather be than sheltered

under His wing, close to His heartbeat of love? €asually minded, proud, re-
sistant, and less than fervent in the Spirit argreat danger.

"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus thd,Llsw walk ye in Him" (Co-
lossians 2:6). Walking close to the Saviour meanaeast prayer, feeding on the
Word, keeping a cleansed heart, having a brokencanttite spirit, and being
willing to bear the cross. Here one has a burdethfo cause of Christ and, thus,
for the Church. To be thus spiritually minded is treatest need of our day. "And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth lefhseven as He is pure" (1
John 3:3).
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Wewalk in the Light whenever:

« We worship only God, bending the knee to no otlosveg.

+ We love one another as God, through Christ, loge@at senti-
mentally, but practically and sometimes sacrifigial

« We forgive one another.

« We practice hospitality and works of mercy.

« We speak plainly and truthfully.

« We honour our commitments.

« We simplify our needs and share our abundance.

« We testify in word and deed against the rule okdess and an-
swer that of God in everyone

*kkkkkk

We have oftentimes occasion to bless God more faiosses than for our com-
forts. There is a blessing hidden in the worst thigs to God's children, as
there is a cross in the best things to the wickedop the saints there is a bless-
ing in death, a blessing in sickness, a blessingtime hatred of our enemies, a
blessing in all losses whatsoever. Therefore in owfflictions we should not

only justify God but glorify and magnify Him for Hi s mercies, that rather

than we should be condemned with the world, He wilgraciously take this

course.

*kkkkkk

Balanced Christian Living (Part 5)
By Bro. Lamar Garman Denver PA

Rest Without Complacency

From bygone years comes the account of a man wptkinvn a dusty
road on a very warm day, carrying a heavy sackotditpes on his back.
Another man, coming by with a wagon and team, sesaphght and of-
fered to give him a ride in the back of his wagbhe man gladly accepted.
After going a few miles, the driver was chagrinedsée that the man still
had the sack on his back instead of putting it dapwon the wagon. Would
he have been complacent to put down the load astdhie weary shoul-
ders™? We would say, "Of course not."
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Is a Christian showing evidence of complacency winemas learned to
find rest in the diverse and trying scenes of liié@st assuredly not! The
Lord so graciously invites us to do just that. "Ciémy burden upon the
Lord), and He shall sustain thee: He shall nevffesthe righteous to be
moved" (Psalm 55:22). "Come unto Me, all ye théolar and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upg@u, and learn of Me;
for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall fie$t unto your souls.
For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light" (M&ith11:28-30).

Resting and trusting in God's all-wise providenoesdnot necessarily
suggest the cessation of labour or an end to diffes. Jesus spoke of rest
in the midst of the burdens and trials of life.@aciously, the Lord invites
everyone to put down the heavy load of guilt amdasid to take the sweet
yoke of Jesus and the light burden that Christaaagylad to bear.

How can a Christian experience the peace of Godfiaddest of heart
and mind without yielding to complacency or withdagicoming smug and
self-satisfied?

We experience peace and rest as we recognize tuis Geace far su-
persedes the peace of mind that many pursue thrmsginance policies,
social programs, or lucrative jobs. "Peace | leanth you, My peace |
give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | ugtu. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27)

We realize peace and rest as we express gratindipraise to God for
providing for every spiritual need. "Return unty tiest, 0 my soul; for the
LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee" (Psalm 116:7

We find peace and rest by carefully obeying thepBares and by resist-
ing Satan's temptations to capitulate to our cadesires. "He will speak
peace unto His people, and to His saints: buthemt not turn again to
folly" (Psalm 85:8).

Finally, we realize rest without complacency dontinued spiritual en-
deavour in the constant expectation of eternal test us labour therefore
to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after same example of unbelief”
(Hebrews 4:11). Reprinted by Permission from: “The Eastern Menr®ifies-
timony”
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