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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Ma’c’chew 5:15
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It is much to be desired that there were that lovén all men to teach
what they know, and that humility in others to be nstructed in what
they know not. God humbles sometimes great persots learn of oth-
ers that are meaner (of perceived lesser statushait is our duty to
embrace the truth whoever brings it, and oftentime®rdinary persons
are instruments of knowledge and comfort to many tht are greater

than themselves, as Aquila and Priscilla instructed\pollos.
(cf: Acts 18:26)
Richard Sibbes.

From The Editor’'s Desk.

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus (beigtith thee all.

The opening quote struck me as one of thoseagayyrom which all can
benefit if we are prepared to put it into practcel indeed have a willing-
ness to learn from others.

This month the focus is dithe Call to Discipleship” and another im-
portant ared,Purity”, this too takes discipleship! And discipline!

This publication is meant for the edificatiorhertation and encourage-
ment of us all and the scope of articles is thudewand varied because
each of us has different areas of need in our.livesi may read an article
and think, “Well this does not do apply to me” ahdt may be true, but
neither you nor | know how it may answer a deepinrgomeone else’s
heart. Let us pray for each other therefore, thatrteeds in each person’s
life be met, first by the Lord Jesus Christ Himséten through His word
in scriptures and also through the words publidne@ which are gleaned
from various sources. In all cases every endeaonrade to ensure that
the articles, often transcribed sermons, have treect scripture quota-
tions.

Should any error be detected please notify Héhidor so that correction
may be made. JVL.

*kkkkkk
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
Brother Daniel Yoder, Montezuma, GA..

The Call to Discipleship

We have seen the suffering and pain that oundedul Lord went
through in order for you and | to enjoy the wondegift of eternal life and
the blessing of that wonderful fellowship with HilVe must acknowledge
in our hearts that Christ, our wonderful Lord, d@imuch for us.

Why should | not do all | can to surrender thagly of mine to His ser-
vice. | will trust that the Lord will feed us amthallenge us this morning.
There is a phrase in one of the songs we sangnitrising (No.5) it says in
the chorus: “Bless Jehovah all His creatures” ahdtwaught my attention
were the words that followed: “Ever under His cohtr Ever under His
control - that speaks to me this morning of someabaé has wholly dedi-
cated and surrendered his life to the Lordshipestud Christ. My desire
this morning is that | would be an instrument ofdGwholly surrendered
to His divine will for my life. That His will be @formed in my life “Ever
under His control” and many of us sang those wdangsmorning. | have
to think back on times and situations in my lifeamh just must admit that
God was not in control of my attitudes, my feelinggeaybe some words
that | said, maybe some expression of impatienaewvtias seen in my life
when God was not in control. It is my desire, &atrist that it is your de-
sire this morning, that you would be ever under '‘€adntrol. Then there
is another phrase in song number 32, it says: GTast Thy throne within
my breast.” Now when the throne of God is setrupur hearts as we have
sung this morning: “Thy throne is within my breastis telling me that |
have surrendered my will to the will of the Lordsds Christ. | have no
reservations for myself. | have sold out for tlaese of Christ regardless
of the cost, and so with me emptying myself of gileng that | possess, |
am allowing Christ to come in and set up His thrameny heart. And
when Christ is upon the throne of my heart themryhang is under His
control.

May that be for each one of us our desire thisning that we would
ever be under the control of God.
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The title of the messageTite Call to Discipleship.

In the world we live in today there are a lbthoeats being made against
Christianity. We do not know what the future ofstivorld, or this country
holds for the Christian. We do not know the futlsat | believe it is im-
portant that we prepare ourselves for whatevefuhee holds. And a call
to discipleship is a call for all of God's childreDiscipleship is a position
where we empty ourselves of everything that we ggsand allow Christ
to be upon the throne of our hearts and we attactetves to the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and Him alone. We can be a discipgertiorning of our own
doing, there are things that dominate and corduol lives whether we
want to believe it or not, if Christ is not on ttieone of our hearts control-
ling and dominating our lives then it is probabbyrething else that is con-
trolling us.

| wonder this morning what is dominating youe liwhat is controlling
your life, the decisions that you are making thisrming and the position
that you are standing in, where are you getting yoders from? Are you
getting your orders from the courts of heaven?isGrof your own carnal
doing? Your own carnality that is dominating yoliRere are so many
things that are threatening Christianity in thisrido We sometimes get
phone calls, we get literature seeking supporstmh things as people go-
ing to the White House and trying to make room Homosexuality and
lesbianism and all kinds of philosophies underrthme of Christianity.

We are going to turn to some scriptures befoeegey much further and
read from them: Here in this portion of scriptureni Matthew, we have
an account of the rich young ruler that came tasdesid asked Him what
good things shall | do that | may inherit eterrifs?

Matthew 19:16-22
And, behold, one came and said unto Him, Good Masitkat good
thing shall | do, that | may have eternal lifé&nd He said unto him\Vhy
callest thou Me goodPhere isnone good but onéhat is,God: but if thou
wilt enter into life, keep the commandmeriie saith unto Him, Which?
Jesus saidlhou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit tdy] Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witnEs&nour thy father and
thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as dliys°The young
man saith unto Him, All these things have | keptrirmy youth up: what
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lack | yet?21Jesus said unto hinff, thou wilt be perfect, gand sell that
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shak li@asure in heaven: and
come and follow Me. 22But when the young man heard that saying, he
went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

Now here was a young man, he had done very lgless he was hon-
est in all that he said he was doing as the forgpgecripture passage sets
out, and it was quite honourable of the young neabet able to uphold the
law of God in such a manner, if he was truthful @behat he said. But
there is one thing you lack, God said to him, araylpe this morning there
is one thing that you and | are lacking, we mayheaote totally surrendered
that to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and it isoaspility that that one
thing hinders us from experiencing eternal life #mel fullness of Christ in
our lives. When the Lord Jesus Christ laid claimthis young man’s
riches, what did this young man do? He turned aam&y was sorrowful.
He was not willing to sell all that he had and giwehe poor.

We're not trying to preach a message this mgrthiat God is calling us
to sell out everything that we have and give ithe poor. | don't believe
that that is the call of Christ on every one of s, but it is possible that
God is calling one of you to that kind of discigigs— following the Lord
Jesus Christ. So many times we have reasons andristic ideas and
excuses for not doing what we feel the Lord isicglus to do. He may be
calling you to leave your family and your homelasmad going to some
faraway country, in the hot deserts of Africa apdrsl your life time min-
istering to people that have never heard the gasfp&tsus Christ. We are
living in the land of America, the land of prospeririches, plenty of food
to eat, nice homes to live in, and all these cdaggs. We have family and
friends we can assemble with from time to time aade that sweet fel-
lowship. But there maybe some lost soul thatasting to hear the gos-
pel, and the Lord Jesus Christ knows that soul teadied for needs to
hear the gospel of repentance and remission of siagbe God is laying
His hand upon you to go to that individual and ehitae gospel of Jesus
Christ.

A call to discipleship is sometimes a hardiogll It is a self-denial life,
denying of self, emptying of self and saying asudadid in the garden of
Gethsemane: “Not My will but Thine be done.” Thaetrdisciple is one
who attaches himself to someone. You can be aptiésof your own self,
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you can be dominated by your carnal thinking, yan be dominated by
your material things, you can be dominated by saod, if you are honest
about the matter, and if you were just to analyjsgou maybe a disciple of
those issues that are dominating and controlling yite. My desire is to
stimulate our minds this morning, to make us avednehom or what | am
attached to, to take inventories of your life aed gerious with God. Place
yourself before the altar of God and just open oprgelves and say: God
what do You want me to do?

There are many people, multitudes of Christidraan especially think-
ing of China this morning that are suffering immagsfor the cause of
Christ. Christians that are willing to stay behprison bars, for years and
years, they have the opportunity to deny theirhfait the Lord Jesus
Christ, to be released and go to be with theirdcit and their families,
but they choose rather to be yoked with Christ tanbe attached to Him,
rather than experience freedom and be with thtle Ichildren. Some-
times the call to discipleship is hard.

| stand before you this morning as one thatrfwageally experienced a
whole lot of heartrending experiences because ofcamgmitment to the
Lord Jesus Christ. What are you attached to tlisnmg? This country is
getting worse and worse, there is certainly a taipposition that is taking
place against Christianity, | do not remember hoanynyears ago that this
happened, Macklin Mary O'Hare, the woman that teo&yer out of
schools, there is such a threat to society and\foerica in prayer being
taken out of schools, the 10 Commandments beingntak the walls of
buildings across places in this country, and whencause the command-
ments of God to leave our walls, it becomes putfialicemen in the halls
of our schools, when you remove the law of God fygar midst you are
setting yourself up for chaos.

Brothers and sisters, when pleasures and maseniddecome to control
and dominate our lives, this church is in for sesiorouble. Yes it is! Je-
sus wants our lives, nothing more and nothing |é&en we take the au-
thority of the word of God out of our lives it sets up to be dominated
and controlled by the enemy of our souls. We @mis Isaiah chapter 1,
that God is not interested in our prayers or oariBees. | look at this por-
tion of scripture and see how it does not mattgedad, we can do all kinds
of good things, we can have long prayers, all kiofdsacrifices, but if we
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are not sacrificing ourselves, God says: do awdly all these things | hate
them!
Isaiah 1:10-16

Hear the word of the @rD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of
our God, ye people of GomorraHTo what purpose is the multitude of
your sacrifices unto Me? saith thekn: | am full of the burnt offerings of
rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and | delightinahe blood of bullocks,
or of lambs, or of he goat¥When ye come to appear before Me, who hath
required this at your hand, to tread My couréSBring no more vain obla-
tions; incense is an abomination unto Me; the nevoms and Sabbaths,
the calling of assemblies, | cannot away with;sitiniquity, even the sol-
emn meetingt4Your new moons and your appointed feasts My sdettna
they are a trouble unto Me; | am weary to bear théPAnd when ye
spread forth your hands, | will hide Mine eyes frgou: yea, when ye
make many prayers, | will not hear: your hands faéof blood.

Have we regressed to such a state in our spifitted that we do not
sense the departure of the Spirit of God from owesP? We come before
Him and spread our hands before Him in prayer aadffer such sacri-
fices as maybe our farms, our cattle or whateveraybe, but we fail to of-
fer our bodies as a living sacrifice. God is nderasted in your farms, He
is not interested in your cattle, He is not integdsn your occupation, He
is interested in your life. And when you give Hymur life as a total and
complete sacrifice to the Lordship of Jesus Chhisn He will have the
rest of it. Yes we can have the right dogma, rigktd, right theology and
right standards for the value that we confess tteetve, but it will all fall
short of the gospel requirement of true disciplestd the Lord Jesus
Christ.

In Luke 14:27 we have the words of Jesus Chrighgay
And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and conez kfe, cannot be
My disciple.

Bearing the cross is simply dying to the sd##.1The cross speaks of
death, when we are called to follow Christ we sHowbt dialogue with
Him and say: “Well God, what if You called me to gwAfrica, what if
You called me to go to Australia, what if You cdllene to go to Haiti,
what if You called me to go to Irag, God, am ligjbing to have to follow
You?” We begin to question God and we start loglkan all the discom-
forts in following Christ. There are thousandsGifristians today that are
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suffering because they have chosen to follow thed |l cegardless of the
price they have to pay in order to do it. Are yailling? Am | willing?

Will I have to suffer? That is up to the Lord.

Will I have to give up my family? That is up God.

Will I have to live in a mud hut? That is upthe Lord Jesus Christ.

Will I have to leave this wonderful church iroktezuma Georgia? That

is up to Jesus Christ.

What did Levi the son of Alphaeus do when Jesalked along and he
was sitting at the receipt of customs and Jesuashioh: “follow Me.” He
arose and went and followed Christ. He did notadjak with God, with
Jesus and start asking Him: “Where are you gainigike me? What are
you going to do with me? What am | going to havesaffer if | follow
You?” This portion of scripture in Matthew 28 aswonderful scripture
that we can have comfort and consolation in:

Matthew 28:19-20

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiziegnt in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gh&3teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, &m with you al-
way, evenunto the end of the world.

When you go through the fire or water, or ie thulpit or in prison, to
succeed in this great undertaking He sayls; | am with you,” so as to
make your ministry effective to the discipliningtble nations, for the pull-
ing down of the strongholds of Satan. So we haeepromise when God
calls us to follow Him, that we need not worry winet He will cause us or
call us to suffer or call us to leave Montezuma @eg because we can lay
claim on this promise in Matthew 28:lo, | am with you always, even
unto the end of the world.”

Brothers and sisters this morning | am convinicethy heart, that God
will stand with you, if you follow God wherever Hakes you, you follow
Him, He will stand with you, and He will providad grace to give your
life for the cause of Christ, if that is going te Your calling.

The call to discipleship.

When we are called to follow Christ we are swmsed to an exclusive
attachment to His person, the grace of His call barst all the bonds of
legalism, it is a gracious call, a gracious comnmagtt. It transcends the
difference between the law and the gospel, Cha#is,cthe disciple fol-
lows, that is grace and commandment in one.
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Psalm 119:43nd | will walk at liberty: for | seek Thy precepts

That is where you and | will find the greatksérty, and the most joy in
our heart is when can have the confidence andgbtarance that God, the
Lord Jesus Christ is leading us.

Discipleship means adherence to Christ, and bedahsst is the object
of that adherence, it must take the form of digsplp. An abstract Chris-
tology, a doctrinal system, a general religionswledge on the subject
of grace, or on the forgiveness of sins, rendasiplisship superfluous and
in fact they positively exclude any idea of disegip whatever, and are
essentially inimical to the whole conception ofldaling Christ. With an
abstract idea it is possible to enter into a refehip, relation of formal
knowledge to become enthusiastic about it and perlexen to put into
practice. But it can never be followed in persomiaédience. Christianity
without the living Christ is inevitably Christiagitwithout discipleship.
Christianity without discipleship is always Chrastity without Christ. It
remains an abstract idea, a myth, which has a ptacthe fatherhood of
God but omits Christ as the living Son. Any Chaisity of that kind is
nothing more or less then the end of discipleshipsuch a religion there
is trust in God but no following of Christ. Becauke Son of God became
man, because He is the mediator, for that reasmredhe only true relig-
ion we can have with Him is to follow Him. Disogghip is bound to
Christ as the mediator and, where it is properlglanstood, it necessarily
implies faith in the Son of God and the mediat@unly the mediator, the
God-man, can call men to follow Him. Discipleshythout Christ is a
way of our own choosing.

By this we make reference back to Isaiah thrah that our sacrifices
and prayers and all the things that we do will ilav&nothing if we do not
have and are practicing that call of disciplesmpur own lives. Many
things could be said concerning discipleship, bjutst want to stimulate
our minds. The Lord laid this message on my headtleknow that | need
it myself, but we must be careful brothers andcessstthat we do not get so
complacent in the lives that we live that we failfollow our Lord Jesus
Christ. The apostle Paul says: “I beseech yowetbes brethren.” If God
by His divine hand would lead all but a few outtlms congregation to go
somewhere and serve, | would want to say God hless God be with
you and guide you, and give you sustenance tofdéitbfully until He re-
ceives you up into glory. That is my prayer forleane of you. So let us
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not get so involved in our own things that we tailwalk the life of true
discipleship with Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus<tisinot really Christ to
us until we experience what real discipleship isum own lives. | believe
that the Lord laid this message upon my heart, tthiatmessage is for me,
and | certainly want to receive it as the Lord lzg it upon my heart and |
want to encourage each one of you to lay yoursstire the Lord and ask
the Lord: “Everything that | do and | possesst &sn act of following the
Lord Jesus Christ as He would desire for me toovoX” May the Lord

have His way.
Transcribed from a message given on 31 Decemb86.20sed by permission.

*kkkkkk

“Education is very dangerous, but the lackebérs even more so.”
Steven Brubaker.

*kkkkkk

Balanced Christian Living (Part 6)
By Bro. Lamar Garman Denver PA.

Blending Without Compromise

An old saying asserts that the man who holds ttiddaat the bottom is
as important as the man working at the top. The nmvem have blended
their divergent capabilities and are steadfasthgirtpurpose of accom-
plishing the task at hand. The man holding the déadsl serving as a stabi-
lizing anchor and is glad for the work being dobewe him. The man on
the ladder must appreciate the contribution ofather lest he find the lad-
der slipping from under him.

The spiritual implication is clear. Even though @ifts and capabilities
vary and we may not always agree minutely on eissye, as Christians
we need each other. The contribution that otheisGans make in our
lives is inestimable. God, in His wisdom, has desdjthe church to have
each member blend together in a harmonious whaléht blessing and
benefit of all. "So we, being many, are one bodghrist, and every one
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members one of another" (Romans 12:5).

It is indeed a blessing when the church isaghih belief and practice to
the extent that blending together in the bondsowst lis possible. Each
member should have convictions for practical ha@mbased on the Scrip-
tures and appreciation for the standards of thecthtihat ye stand fast in
one spirit, with one mind striving together for tiagh of the gospel” (Phi-
lippians 1:27).

However, at times an individual or a family nfagve higher standards
concerning practical applications than what is ralynpracticed in the
group. Convictions may vary somewhat on things saslthe size of a
business or farm, the kind of housing we utilizethe vehicles we drive. It
is normal for some variations to exist even whil@ysg within the ac-
cepted standard of the group. Despite these diftexg is it still possible to
blend with other Christians without compromisinggmmal convictions?

By the grace of God and in the spirit of Chaistlove, blending of indi-
vidual convictions is not only possible but alsaideble. The timeworn
statement still applies: "We must stand for sonmgthor we will fall for
anything." Our goal needs to be to stand for thaicky we believe most
accurately represents Scriptural living in todayld while at the same
time blending with and appreciating other Christian

May we praise the Lord for the Scriptural foremthat makes blending
without compromise a possibility. "With all lowlisge and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; enariring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephesidr2-3).

"Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of gooomfort, be on one
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and pesdl be with you" (2
Corinthians 13:11).

Reprinted by Permission from: “Easté&lennonite Testimony” End of Series
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There is still a unigue Anabaptist practice,
But is there an Anabaptist mind?

An anonymous quote.
*kkkkkk
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A Call to Thought Purity
by Harold S. Martin, Bible Helps, Hanover PA..

An older proverb says, "You are not what you think you are, but you are
what you think." The statement is not merely an ancient proverb, but it is
also a Bible truth. The Bible states that as a man thinks in his heart, so is
he (Proverbs 23:7).

Satan attacks all of us in many ways, but perhaps his most vigorous as-
sault is brought to bear upon our thought lives. Satan knows that what we
think, eventually makes us what we are. He knows that our thoughts often
lead to actions -- and so he works on our thought lives. Each of us is re-
sponsible for what he welcomes into his mind.

1. The Mind's Capacity for Evil

The Apostle Paul was keenly aware of the capacity of the mind for evil
thoughts. One may dwell upon lustful thoughts, wrong thoughts about
some member of the opposite sex. Another may seethe in his mind with
jealousy and envy toward other people. Still others are consumed with
pride and with high thoughts about themselves. The "works of the flesh" in
Galatians 5 is a long list of sins -- many of which are sins of the mind.

The mind can easily be covered up (at least for a while), and so the mind
is difficult to capture for Christ. We can retreat within the walls of our
minds, and think about things that are known only to ourselves and God --
and so it is difficult for others to detect what we are really thinking. We
must remember however that God does know our thoughts, and He is con-
cerned about them -- and often they eventually do come out into the open.

In the European country of Italy nearly 2,000 years ago, there was a
thriving town called Pompeii. It was nestled on the slopes of Mt. Vesuvius.
One man who lived in Pompeii painted filthy pictures on the walls of one
of the rooms of his house. He normally kept the door to that room shut. He
thought no one would ever know. But in 79 A. D., Mt. Vesuvius erupted
and buried the town of Pompeii. And in more recent years archaeologists
began to uncover the city, and they found houses just as the owners had
left them. The house with the bad pictures was discovered, and today,
those who tour Pompeii find that the guide keeps the door to that room
locked so that people will not walk in accidentally, and become embar-
rassed. His thoughts came out into the open.

The greatest area of sin in the believer's life is not usually in the area of
actions, but in the arena of the thought life. Pride, for example, is a sin of
the mind. And so is lust and suspicion and discouragement. These are all
sins of the mind. Because all of us contend with the old nature (even after
we are saved by faith in Jesus Christ), all of us have trouble with undesir-
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able thoughts popping into our heads. These thoughts can be surprising,
sometimes confusing, and sometimes even condemning. Most of us would
not want the thoughts that have gone through our minds during the past
month to be flashed on a screen in front of a room for all to see. It could be
kind of embarrassing, and perhaps even frightening.

The secret thoughts, however, that pop into our heads are not really an
accurate barometer of our spiritual condition. It is what a person contin-
ues to think about, and what he delights in -- that tells more accurately
what he is and where he stands spiritually. While we cannot ever com-
pletely get rid of the sin- nature here in this life, we can keep it in relative
control.

2. The Mind's Occupation with God

The mind is like a garden which can grow beauty or it can grow ugliness.
It can produce flowers or it can bring forth weeds. It must be tended with
care and with diligence. It must be disciplined by conscious exercise. The
mind must be exercised like the body -- thinking on good and wholesome
things. The Bible says in Philippians 2:5, "Let this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus." We must cultivate spiritual thinking, and the
Scriptures give a list of worthy objects that we ought to be thinking about.
The list is recorded in Philippians 4:8.

"Whatever things are true'" -- that is, whatever is earned or received
by fair methods, not by cheating and falsehoods. For most of us, it is not
the big things that test our honesty. We will likely never embezzle ten
thousand dollars from an employer, but we must be careful about the
dimes and the quarters. We must guard against considering stealing tow-
els from a motel room or accepting too much change from a store man-
ager. Satan tells us, if we receive too much change in a restaurant: "That
lunch really wasn't very good; I'll just keep this extra coin as a sort of re-
fund." By way of contrast, every Christian needs to think in terms of old-
fashioned, second-mile honesty.

"Whatever things are just" -- that is, things that are right and fair
and impartial. It is right to give a customer full measure when selling mer-
chandise in business. It is right to expose doctrinal error and false teach-
ings when presenting the Word of God. It is right to play it fair-and-square
in all our dealing. Parents must diligently seek to be fair with their chil-
dren and treat them all alike. We should never plan in our thoughts to do
anything that is unfair and partial.

"Whatever things are pure'" -- that is, free from anything that is
tainted. Purity speaks especially about chastity in the realm of sexual rela-
tionships. It is very hard to live through a single day in our society without
having the mind bombarded with sex in some kind of distorted form. Un-
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clean thinking is stimulated by abbreviated dress, obscene pictures, and
dirty stories. For this reason, the follower of Christ does not attend the
movies, he carefully censors his reading material, and he avoids participat-
ing in a joke that is not noble and pure. Most television programs and tele-
vision commercials are not acceptable to him. Whatever things are pure,
think on these things.

"Whatever things are lovely" -- that is, things that are beautiful, win-
some, and pleasing. "Lovely things" are the opposite of the ugly and bi-
zarre. The Christian should cultivate the traits of courtesy and pleasant-
ness. He should avoid the snapped answer, the harsh reply, and the sarcas-
tic response. It is sad to see a husband who cannot answer his wife in gen-
tle tones. Such things are not "lovely."

We should think of things that call forth admiration -- incidents of faith-
fulness and courage and loyalty. Paul Harvey, on a news broadcast, some-
times tells of a marriage that lasted 60 or even 70 years. That is a "lovely"
kind of report to hear. By way of contrast, television programs and maga-
zine and newspaper articles that emphasize stories about wife-swapping,
child abuse, lesbianism, and crude violence -- are ugly things that are the
opposite of that which is lovely.

"Whatever things are of good report" -- that is, things spoken in a
kindly spirit; things spoken with good will toward others; things which are
the opposite of gossip and the spreading of rumours. Courtesy to others,
respect for parents, loyalty between husband and wife -- these are always
things "of good report."

The word "think" means "to dwell upon" or "to focus attention upon."”
Qualities such as kindness, loyalty, helpfulness -- these are qualities we
should seriously think about. Spirit-controlled thinking can lift our
thoughts and bless our whole life. The Scripture passage which we have
just analysed (Philippians 4:8) suggests that the way to conquer evil think-
ing is not so much to fight the wicked thoughts, as to cultivate the good
thoughts. Philippians 4:8 is a call to think upon good things.

3. The Mind's Battle for the Right

Living the Christian life involves a daily battle. The Apostle Paul spoke of
the great conflict that raged within him. He says in Romans 7:23, "I see
another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members." On
the one hand, his mind was bombarded with solicitations to evil; on the
other hand, there was the appeal of the Spirit of God, seeking to bring
Paul's mind under God's authority.

We are all subject to Satan's attacks. Every one of us has had problems
with wrong thoughts. It is true that the work of sanctification is a slow
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process, and never reaches perfection here in this life -- yet each of us has
a responsibility in the realm of thought-control. God says, "Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts" (Isaiah 55:7-9).
And again, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee" (Isaiah 26:3). But how does one go about conquering evil thoughts?
One method for defeating evil of any kind, is to run away from it. The Bible
says, "Let everyone that names the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (2
Timothy 2:19). And again, "Flee youthful lusts" (2 Timothy 2:22). When
Joseph was tempted by Potiphar's wife, he fled and got away (Genesis
39:12). One way to conquer evil thoughts, is to stay away from situations
that can stimulate wrong thinking and provide easy occasions to sin.

Another means of achieving victory over evil thoughts, is to intentionally
occupy the mind with wholesome things in order to drive out the flood of
evil that tries to enter. The devil walks about looking for vacancies in our
minds and seeks to make entry. When evil thoughts pop into our minds,
we must make it a practice to immediately pause and pray, to analyse a
portion of Scripture, or to turn our attention to some pleasant, exciting ex-
perience in the past -- so that soon our minds will be absorbed with the
pleasant memory -- and the evil thoughts will more and more fade into the
background.

A third means of victory over evil thoughts, is to be alert to watch and
pray. We must over and over again reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive
to God. This takes conscious effort; it takes human resolve; it is not going
to come automatically -- but it can be done. We cannot keep Satan from
injecting wrong thoughts into our minds, but we do not need to dwell on
those thoughts. We cannot keep a bird from flying over our heads, but we
can keep it from building a nest in our hair. We must continually be a po-
liceman! Bring every thought into captivity, into obedience to Christ. The
Bible says, "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God, to the pulling down of strongholds . . . and bringing into cap-
tivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
Keep a watchful eye. Guard your mind all day long. Sit in judgment upon
every thought that flickers through your mind. When sinful thoughts pop
into your head -- repeat aloud a Scripture verse; begin to sing a hymn; of-
fer a prayer for deliverance. And slowly but surely (with God's help) you
will bring your thought life into captivity.

If we give diligence to think upon those things which are lovely and hon-
est and praiseworthy, we will experience growth in grace. May the Lord
help us to guard our minds and give us power to reject what is untrue and
unwholesome.
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SNIPPETS.
Composers/Writers of Hymns used in the Mennoniter€in HymnalCH] and
The Christian HymnarjTCH}

Christopher Wordsworth

Born: October 30, 1807, Bocking, Essex, England.

Died: March 20, 1885, Lincoln, England.

Buried: In the graveyard of the church at Riseholme Cellegrth of Lin-
coln

Nephew of poet William Wordsworth, Christopher viegh a scholar and
athlete in his student days. Later, he served adrhaster of Harrow Boys
School (1836-1850), which Winston Churchill wouldead a century or
so later. Wordsworth was also Vicar at Stanfordhie-Vale, Berkshire
(1850-1869), and Archdeacon of Westminster, anarnecBishop of Lin-
coln in 1868. A recognized Greek scholar, he alsotevtheological and
other works. Of his hymns, he said, “It is thetfusity of a hymn to teach
sound doctrine and thence to save souls.” His winiitsde:

Commentary on the Whole BiblE856-70

The Holy Year; or Hymns for Sundays and Holydaysddhout the Year,
and for Other Occasiond.863

Hymns:
Hark! the Sound of Holy Voicg3CH]
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord[CH/TCH]
O Day of Rest and Gladndss]
See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triun{ph/TCH]
The Day Is Gently Sinking to a ClosggH]
O Lord of Heaven and Earth and $ea]

*kkkkkk

The Need for Purity

When there are needs we need to make it known. The only way we will re-
ceive help is where we make our needs known, and pursue the right avenues
to have our needs met. The subject before us is “The Need for Purity.” Why
this subject?
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As we look around in church, everyone is wearing clean clothes. We all
look “pure.' We dress up in our best, and we look pure, do we not? But, God
sees the heart. God sees our heart. If we are honest with ourselves, we would
give recognition to the fact that we do have a need of purity. I do. I confess
that. I have a need for purity in my heart. Ezekiel tells us, "And I will give
them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh." (Ezekiel
11:19) "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an
heart of flesh. And I will put My spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them." (Ezekiel 36:20,
27) In Deuteronomy it says of the heart, "0 that there were such an heart in
them, that they would fear Me, and keep all My commandments always, that
it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!" (Deuteronomy
5:29) This was God's cry.

God still desires for us to experience a new and clean heart. There is a
teaching that as long as the heart is right that is all that matters. Is this right?
No, not entirely. Yes, the heart must be right, but fruits must follow. It is not
exactly all that matters.

There are three subtopics to consider on the need for purity.

1) In the home,
2) In the church,
3) In society.

The dictionary definition for purity does not expound very much, on the
word “purity.' It is mentioned as, "the condition of being pure." If we look at
the word "pure," there is quite a list of meanings or quite a definition of the
word "pure:" The connotation that we will focus on is, "free from what viti-
ates, weakens or pollutes." Vitiate would refer to moral issues. "Containing
nothing that does not propetly belong ... free from moral fault or guilt."
There are various areas of purity. We would like to look at several of them. As
we consider ourselves in this life, we find ourselves amongst a society and we
consider functioning together as a church. There is a need for purity. We
must have a burden or a vision of purity, because God wants a pure heart.

I thought of the verse in Matthew 5:8 where Jesus said, "Blessed are the
pute in heart: for they shall see God." Do we want to see God? We will see
God, but it tells us, "Blessed are the pure in heart." Thus, it does matter
whether the heart is pure or not, and this is where it starts and, where it must
start. We have no power of ourselves to be pure on our own strength. First of
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all the heart must be pure. As we look around us, not only out into the world,
but as we live and function together as churches, we recognize that there is a
need for purity in our day. I trust, and am thankful that it is not as it is in the
world.

If we observe the world, we find ourselves living amongst a society that
largely has very little regard and respect for purity. In the warmer time of year,
undress is very prominent, such that increasingly we find ourselves living
amongst a society that has little regard for purity, or shame of undress. Cer-
tainly there is a need to speak about purity to us, so that we will be encour-
aged and our convictions can grow in those areas of our life. As we simply
observe each other or look at each other, we cannot see if there is an impure
thought. We cannot see each other's thoughts. God knows our thoughts and
hearts. This is why we need to provoke each other to purity, and encourage
each other to have right thoughts, in the things that we talk about, or that we
look at and read and that they would provoke us to purity. There is certainly a
need for purity in our day, especially as the society around us and the ungod-
liness increases. I do not want to focus a lot on the negative side of society.
The thrust of this message would be to encourage us to purity and deepen
our conviction of purity and modesty.

As we live in this society of impurity, immorality and undress we maybe
tend to become somewhat used and kind of hardened to that. God help us to
never get used to that. May it always be an abomination to us as it is to Him.
It is my prayer for God to help me abhor this as He abhors it. This is the only
way that we will stay clear and be victorious. As we think of Christian people,
we might think, "Why should God's people be plagued with this moral impu-
rity?" We know this is a problem. It is a sin that has plagued mankind since
the fall of man. We can look into the Old and New Testaments and see that it
was prominent there. Up and through into our day, it is prominent in society.
It should not enter into the Church, but somehow it does. The Devil is no re-
specter of persons or churches, or of any one of us. He will try his best to
make us stumble. He will try to pollute a person or a church with these
things. Yes, it is pollution. Anything that is impure or that defiles, is pollution.
We must know what the Bible says about such actions and be convinced that
there are consequences to face if they are not repented from. It is my burden
that we are convinced that we cannot go on in impurity or delight in such
things and not face the consequences.

In Galatians 5 we can see what the Bible has to say about some of these
sins. Galatians 5:16-21 lists some things that are very specifically spelled out,
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"This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye simait fulfil the lust of the flesh. For
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the $pigainst the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannothdothings that ye would. But if
ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the laid618) It tells us about a bat-
tle. We do not have to fall. We do not have to be overtaken with this sin of
impurity or immorality. It says, "Walk in the Spirit," and we will not do those
things. Again it comes back to our heart. If we "Walk in the Spirit," (the Holy
Spirit) it says we will "not fulfil the lust(s) of the flesh." Then it speaks about
the battle. The flesh, our humanity, fights against the Spirit. That is the battle.
We know it is not a literal battle, but it speaks about the Spirit. Our flesh lusts
against the Spirit - the Holy Spirit.

Our flesh is largely motivated by a spirit as well - the evil spirit, the Devil.
The Devil is the one who tries to stir that lust within our flesh, and this cre-
ates the battle. The Holy Spirit is there trying to convict us, speak to us, and
to keep us. As we walk in the Spirit we will be victorious. I do not want any-
one to think that, "There is no hope for me," because there is. The Bible is
clear that if we "Walk in the Spirit," stay close to God, and if we want victory,
God is there to help us. The flesh and the Spirit are "contrary the one to the
other: “so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Our flesh sometimes
does get the upper hand and we fail and fall. Verse 18 says "But if ye be led of
the Spirit, ye are not under the law." If we fail and fall, the Spirit is there to
convict us and to help us back up. We can depend on that.

Verse 19, "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness." The works of the flesh and all
moral sins are expounded here. Uncleanness here has the meaning of any
kind of moral impurity. It covers it all. Then it continues, "Idolatry, witch-
craft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before,
as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God." These are the consequences of such sins and
actions. There will be no inheritance in the kingdom of God. "Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see God." (Matthew 5:8) If we are not pure in
heart, our life and actions will not be pure, and we will not see God in eter-
nity. Yes, we will see God at judgment. However, speaking of being with God
in eternity, the consequences are very serious. The consequences are eternal.

Colossians 3:5-6 gives somewhat the same thought, "Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth." This is our body. It says mortify, which
has the thought of crucifying or putting to death. "Mortify therefore your
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members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affec-
tion, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which
things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience." The
wrath of God is expounded or dispelled to those who fall under such sins and
do not repent. There are serious eternal consequences. I trust that there is no
one who reads this who is willing to face the consequences of eternity by be-
ing overtaken or guilty of such things. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God." That verse kept returning to me, time and again as I studied
and pondered for this message.

To be free from impure thoughts and actions, we must want to be free
from them. Then we beseech God for strength. That is where it comes in.
Thus, it still is a heart matter. We must come to the point of asking God for
help, when we are tempted in a weakness that we have, or in something that
we struggle with. I know humanity well enough that we are not entirely free
from that. First of all we must want to be done with it. We must desperately
want to be free from that. Then we must ask God to help us. We can ask
God to help us grow in our conviction, and our desire to want to be free
from that. However, if there is still any desire and that desire is not com-
pletely crucified, the Bible tells us we must mortify our flesh. We must come
to where we are done with it and we do not want it anymore before we can
have complete victory. We know the flesh, and we may have to do it again
and again, because the flesh, the Devil, stirs our flesh and the lust within our
flesh, and at times we find ourselves slipping back a little bit. We must stay on
guard. We must walk in the Spirit. We must realize that God abhors immoral-
ity, impure thoughts and impure lives. We might think then, "Who can
stand?"

In Psalm 24:3-5 we read, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or
who shall stand in His holy place?" There are two questions. As we consider
an Almighty, Holy God, we might wonder, "How can I get there?" Maybe we
wonder, if we are struggling with something, "How can I get there?" "How
can I come before a holy God?" "How can I stand there?" Verse 4 tells us,
"He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul
unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the
LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation." Clean hands are
hands that are undefiled and pure. It is a pure heart. We are free and forgiven.
I would rather say that we are forgiven from impurities. Then we have the
promise in verse 5. "He shall." It does not tell us that maybe we will, but it
says, "He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from
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the God of his salvation." This tells us that we can depend on victory. We can
depend on overcoming these things which we struggle with or cause us to trip
or stumble. It takes a blood washed, pure heart to be victorious over immoral
thoughts and actions.

These things always start in our minds, and the deeper we become involved,
the more our thoughts will be in such avenues. Maybe, we get there subcon-
sciously and do not realize it. Let us read I Peter 1:13-21. "Wherefore gird up
the loins of your mind." We must gather our mind together and want to keep
it clear. It is our decision. Yet, we need the grace and the strength of the Holy
Spirit. "But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation." (verse 15) In every walk of our life be holy. We must gather up
the loins of our mind, keep our thoughts together and channel them in a right
direction. Let us remember that we atre called to holiness, and when we are
tempted with such thoughts, may we be quick to give heed to the Spirit, of
what Jesus has done for us. He points us to Jesus Christ. What were we re-
deemed with? "The precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot." Christ was not tainted with impurity. Even more so, God
wants the best for us. God will not hold back any good thing from us by tell-
ing us to live holy, and to have a pure heart.

The need for purity in the home.

I would like to make an application especially to fathers. In 1 Timothy 5:22
we read, "Keep thyself pure." Husbands, this is not simply a suggestion. This
is a command. We are called to a very high level, or the highest level of purity,
especially in our moral life as husbands. As we have taken a wife, we are not
free to be gazing around. We need to take this verse seriously. I am thankful
that I did not have to try to come up with some of my own thoughts and
share with you what my thoughts are on the subject. I am thankful that we
can turn to the Word of God and that it stands. I Corinthians 6:13-7:3 gives
us some very clear direction; "Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but
God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but
for the Lotd; and the Lotd for the body." We see how God intended it and
how He created it. The body is not for fornication, immorality or impurity. It
is for the Lord and the Lord for the body. Both are for each other. "And God
hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by His own power." As
I think of the things that humanity struggles with at times, God has raised up
Jesus our Lord from the dead. He wants to raise us up out of impurity, and
out of the things that we struggle with. God wants to raise us up above that
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and to set us on that level of holiness.

"Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a
man not to touch a woman." This is speaking directly to husbands and to
young men. We as husbands are not free to be looking around at all. It tells us
in 7:2 "Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife,
and let every woman have her own husband." "Keep thyself pure," brethren.
To all of us, married and unmarried brethren, keep yourselves pure. The
Scripture asks the question, "Know ye not that your body is the temple of
[God]." This is another thought that we need to cultivate as we go through
life, and face temptations and struggles. Our body is not our own. It is for
God. It should be for the honour and glory of God. It says, "Know ye not
that your bodies are the members of Christ?" We do not want to defile that.
God help us! God expects husbands to keep themselves in all fidelity through
faithfulness and loyalty to your wife, family and the Church. In order for your
wife and children to flourish we must keep ourselves morally pure. God ex-
pects that of us. May we be convinced of that. God expects that of each one
of us.

Yes, these things are in the world. The Devil comes to us. There is not a
sin in the world which the Devil has not come and taunted the Church with.
The burden on my heart is that we can gain more victory on these grounds.
At times we learn, or we hear that a brother falls here and there because of
this very thing. He did not keep himself pure. May we grow in our convic-
tions. May we abhor this thing as God abhors it. May this thing of impurity
be “gross' to us. May we seek for purity and holiness in our own life first of
all, then in the life of our family. Fathers, we must set the example for our
children and family. Someone is following us. The example that we set is
most likely what our children will follow. Instruct your sons when they come
to adolescent age. Keep “tab' on them. It is a father's responsibility to instruct
our sons. When they get to that age when their body starts maturing. Likewise
mothers same to your daughters. Instruct your daughters. As parents we have
an opportunity and obligation to teach our children in the ways of purity, in
the things that they need to know. They will find out one way or another.
May we take the responsibility and the privilege of teaching our children the
things that they will learn so that they are taught right and in a godly way.

Boys and girls need to be taught reserve from little up. We know that little
boys and gitls play together. There is nothing wrong with that. However, as
parents, we need to, from little childhood up, teach them what is right and
what is wrong, what is proper and what is improper. We need to ensure that it
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is carried out closely. We must monitor their playing. We as parents, have a
great responsibility in that. Maybe at times this responsibility comes upon the
mothers a little more than on the fathers, because they are around the chil-
dren more often. We must put a premium on keeping ourselves pure. We
must remember that our body is the temple of God. God wants that. God
wants His Spirit to fill our body and to be in our body.

Again, we must have a pure heart. It begins in the heart. We must first of all
have a pure heart. We must have a heart full of desire for purity. We must all
be careful what we look at and read. What we think of and what we pursue is
largely by what we see with our eyes. Thus, we need exercise diligence in re-
gard to what we look at, and what we read. If it is questionable, if we know
that it is something that we are having a struggle with, we had better take
heed, and recognize it for the sin that it is and flee from it. Fathers, we must
be careful with the relationship that we have with our teenage daughters. We
need to realize that our little girls grow up to be young women. Something
that has come to plague the Church at times is when there have been un-
healthy relationships between fathers and their daughters. It has marred souls
for life. Brethren, it should not be once named amongst us.

We need to have a relationship with our children, but there comes a time
when as fathers, we must show and practice reserve to our daughters. How
else will they learn? Mothers need to teach their daughters the proper way to
conduct themselves around men and brethren. Teach them that reserve that
they need to exercise by your example and teaching. Fathers, we must realize
that those little girls grow up to be young women, and they need to be re-
spected as such. Ideally, the gitl's relationship should be closer with her
mother than with her father. In the same way fathers, we need to have a rela-
tionship with our sons that we both cherish. It is improper for a father to
counsel alone with his daughter. The mother should be along. We need to
have a relationship as fathers with our daughters, but when they get to the age
of young women, we need to be careful. If they need counsel certainly their
mother needs to be along.

The need for purity in the Church.

Ephesians 5:25-27 teaches us that God wants a pure church. "Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for
it." How did Christ love the Church? He gave Himself. He gave His life. He
shed His blood. "That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, That He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not
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having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish." This is what Jesus is looking for and He expects of His
Church. "Holy and without blemish . . . [without] spot, or wrinkle." He ex-
pects a pure Church without sin - a Church that deals with sin. 1 Corinthians
5 gives very specific direction of how to handle sin in the Church. We know
sin in the Church defiles a church. Then, if it is not dealt with, the church is
impure - it is no longer pure.

When receiving people into the church, we must always be conscious and
sensitive for the purity of the Church. We do not want to lose the vision of
helping people, but at the same time, we never want to disregard the purity of
the church. We cannot take someone into the church if there is a question
about their life. If for nothing else, for the sake of purity in the church. All
must be clear and “above board' before we receive people into the church.

We know also that there are things that try to creep into the church. Let us
keep that perspective of purity and holiness in the church. Let us not accept
those things that would defile, and analyze those things. What will they do in
the future? All members must guard the purity of the church. It is not only
for the ministry. The ministry have a part in that, but each brother and sister
also has a large part in that. We have a responsibility to each other and to the
church in our own life first of all, and then also in others. There needs to be a
proper reserve between brethren and sisters in the church. I appreciate our
practices in our churches such that there is a reserve. After services the sisters
for the most part stay over on one side and the brethren on the other. There
is not a mingling back and forth. This does not say that it is absolutely not
permitted for a brother to speak a sister. That is not what I am saying. How-
ever, if we do, we need to be respectful and keep it very brief.

Brethren, do not entreat a sister in a way that you would not want a brother
to entreat your wife. We must remember the golden rule. Be very respectful.
Mothers, be an example of sobriety and reserve to your daughters and other
young sisters. Titus 2:1-5 applies to brethren as well. "But speak thou the
things which become sound doctrine: That the aged men be sober, grave,
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. The aged women likewise,
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given
to much wine, teachers of good things; That they may teach the young
women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To be dis-
creet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God be not blasphemed." I have a picture of a humble person. It is a
person walking in God's order. May this be our expetience in the church as
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we work together. Fathers and older brethren need to be an example to the
younger ones, so that they have a godly example to follow. Older sisters need
to be an example to the younger ones, teaching and encouraging one another.

The need for purity in society.

We may think that we do not have much of an effect or bearing on society.
Certainly we have. In 1 Timothy 4:12 we read, "Let no man despise thy
youth." This verse is referred to with regard to youth sometimes. However, I
want to apply it to each one of us as we relate to society. As we find ourselves
getting out into society, "Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." The Bible tells us we are
to be an example to those around us. We are to be an example to each other,
but especially I think of society. We are to be an example in society of purity.
In 2 Timothy 2:15 we read, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."
Is our conduct in society, or among society approved by God? We need to
ask ourselves that question, as we go about our business, as we rub shoulders
with, we might say, society. Is our conduct acceptable to God? Are we a true
light to the world?

I think of the example of Joseph, when he was in Potiphat's house. He was
tempted to impurity very strongly. When Joseph was tempted by Potiphat's
wife in Genesis 39:9b Joseph answered her this way, "how then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?" First of all, our accountability is with
God. We need to ask ourselves this when we are tempted or when temptation
arises. The Devil is no respecter of persons with regard to whom he will
tempt. We must flee those temptations as Joseph did. It tells us in 39:10,
"And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened
not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her." Joseph did not really have a
choice. He was obligated to Potiphar his master, to work in his house. Joseph
sought every opportunity he could that he would not be with the temptation.
He fled the temptation. That is what we must do. If we face the temptation
we must flee from it. We must get away from there and stay away. We know
that danger lurks, therefore stay away. We must beware that people in society
are very bold. We are not, and at times, when we are exposed to that, it fright-
ens us. Brethren it should. When we see the boldness of society, conduct
yourself in a godly manner, in your speech and actions. I would like to warn:
brethren be careful in business places. It is happening more and more in
business places that there are women there. In some places the business is run
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by women for the most part. When we go into business places like the bank,
and sometimes at the parts store a woman is there. Be careful that you con-
duct yourself in a godly manner. May the Lord bless.

BrethWayne Hostetler, Berea Mennonite Fellowship TN.
Used by permission: The Puipithange.
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« Prayer for Purification »

Lord Jesus, I sin. Grant that I may never cease grieving because of
it, never be content with myself, never think I can reach a point of
perfection. Kill my envy, command my tongue, trample down self.
Give me grace to be holy, kind, gentle, pure, peaceable, to live for
Thee and not for self, to copy Thy words, acts, spirit, to be trans-
formed into Thy likeness, to be consecrated wholly to Thee, to live
entirely to Thy glory.

Deliver me from attachment to things unclean, from wrong asso-
ciations, from the predominance of evil passions, from the sugar of
sin as well as its grasp; that with self-loathing, deep contrition, ear-
nest heart searching I may come to Thee, cast myself on Thee, trust
in Thee, cry to Thee, be delivered by Thee.

O God, the Eternal All, help me to know that all things are shad-
ows, but Thou art substance, all things are quicksands, but Thou art
mountain, all things are shifting, but Thou art anchor, all things are
ignorance, but Thou art wisdom.

If my life is to be a crucible amid burning heat, so be it, but do
Thou sit at the furnace mouth to watch the ore that nothing be lost.
If T sin wilfully, grievously, tormentedly, in grace take away my
mourning and give me music; remove my sackcloth and clothe me
with beauty; still my sighs and fill my mouth with song, then give me

summer weather as a Christian.
Taken from The Valley of Vision: A Collection ofiRun Prayers & Devotions, edited by
Arthur Bennett Reformatted by .E.L.M.
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Practical Truths for Today

Are we ready?

"Ready to go, ready to stay, ready my place to fill"' We need to evaluate
our own readiness from time to time. One day, and from that day forever
forward, being ready will be all that matters. Utmost diligence, faith, and
love for truth need to be summoned in making this prayerful evaluation of
our state of preparation. Many nominal Christians have accepted the belief
in eternal security, endeavouring to shift the responsibility of our own
readiness to God, and believing that because we were once saved, it will
always be so. The true believer, however, can only use God's Word as the
standard of judgment. Christ's second coming to earth is not to save the
world but to judge the world with divine justice.

May we examine our lives by the following standards found in God's
Word to help prove if we are "looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God" and not disregarding the signs of our times.

. Becoming a born-again believer (John 3:3). We cannot
enter nor can we see the Kingdom of God unless we are born again.
To try to enter some other way makes us but thieves and robbers.
The only door is Jesus Christ, through His call to repentance, con-
version, and forgiveness of sins. No amount of training or studying
can replace being born again. "Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5).

. Doing the Father's will (Matt. 7:21). Jesus makes it
abundantly clear that many will profess to be laborers together with
Him in His spiritual kingdom without having honestly submitted to
God. Many will claim to have prophesied, to have cast out devils, and
to have done many wonderful works for the Lord, all the while being
self-employed. To be divinely employed and known by Him, we must
be able to pray as Jesus prayed, "Not My will, but Thine, be done"
(Luke 22:42).

. Dealing with sin issues (Rom. 6:23). The evil powers
of darkness, together with the sin nature in every person, try to make
sin appear abstract and vague. But the Word of God is replete with
clear absolutes: the soul that sins shall die; the Lord will not hear
those who regard iniquity in the heart; he who commits sin is of the
devil. To make exceptions for ourselves and ignore scriptural ac-
countability will leave us unprepared. The age-old question of "Hath
God said?" is very much alive today with answers that are not bibli-
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cal. As believers, may we allow His Word to wash away our sins and
His blood to cleanse us, because if the Son shall make us free, we
shall be free indeed (John 8:36).

. Embracing truth. Since all things which are temporal
shall be dissolved, it is only prudent to embrace sound doctrine. We
are here on this earth to do the Father's pleasure, which is to believe
what Christ teaches, to do what Christ enjoins, to imitate His exam-
ple, to cherish His Spirit, and to make known His gospel to others. Is
this not "looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God"?
What comfort and security come to the prepared hearts today which
submit themselves to the righteousness of God and do not try to es-
tablish their own righteousness. What unspeakable delight awaits
tomorrow for those who avail themselves of God's grace.

. Learning sanctification. In this life we are not infalli-
ble or beyond the reach of depravity, but we try diligently to be
pleasing to God. This can only be done as we allow the flow of grace
to sanctify us. Thus we grow in grace and knowledge of our Savoir,
becoming more like Him. As we live the gospel, we will be ready for
His return from the day of our conversion until the day we die. The
gospel only saves those whom it sanctifies.

That these fundamental teachings of the Bible are so often altered or ig-
nored in today's society is a sign of the last days in which we live. May each

of us,

young and old, scripturally prove our own readiness, "For yet a little

while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry" (Heb. 10:37).

Questions

1. Is it possible to prove our own readiness, or must we rely on our
brother's help?

2. Even the most dedicated Christians, if given time, will prepare to
die. What revelation or witness of the Spirit assures our hearts that
we are ready?

3. How much time does it take to get ready for His return?

Excerpt by permission Sunday School Lessons by Gospel Publishers, Moundridge, Kansas.
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