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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on 3 candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15

I e s B e e .

I e e e O e A e e e



;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 4 NO. 2 - FEBR UARY 200712

From The Editor’'s Desk.

Oh for a heart to praise my God, a heart from sin set free.
A heart sprinkled with the blood so freely shed for me!

Are you able to make that a cry from your heaofto

Many people think that the end is nigh! And goirygsieripture it cer-
tainly seems that way. Whatever the time period wehave left to
make our peace with God in all things, let us retmenthe admoni-
tion from scripture: Today is the day of salvatiemre you ready to
meet God? And have Him pass judgement on all yotiores?

Personally | tremble at the thought of that eyl endeavour to
live each day accordingly — days which are filletihwboth failings
and victories. But our God is a forgiving God, weed but turn to
Him in true repentance to see, know and experigmeéulfilment of
the two opening lines of the verse above.

Recently | came across information on the dgwekent of Con-
servative Mennonite Education in America and speadly an or-
ganization called Faith Builders Educational Proggdased in Guys
Mills PA. Their aim is expressed in their motto 9ipling the head,
heart and hands.” Their self provided “Historyeisclosed as a sepa-
rate item of interest. Their website wsvw.fbep.organd it is well
worth a visit with its informative insight on Chtign education and
materials available, including a good selectiobabks.

In this issue appears an extract of an arbgl®lelvin Lehman, a
senior member of the above organization, entitlezsst®n Civiliza-
tion and the Kingdom of God and it, | believe,rigly a wake-up call
for those that profess Christ. It is my earnesy@rahat you may re-
flect upon it and do as the last line of that mgesaxhorts.

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christobe strength
and encouragement every day! JVL.

*kkkkkk
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
By: Brother James Shultz

PRESERVING THE ANCIENT LANDMARKS

A landmark is a fixed object used to mark a cerpaioperty line or
a prominent feature of the landscape that servetetuify a particu-
lar locality.

From the days of the ancient past until todéfferent methods
have been employed to establish property lines.ydars past,
trenches were dug, stones were used, or monumesrts avected.
Today we use fences, hedges, and roads, as wethas means. In
most cases, the land has been surveyed, and teysts have bur-
ied steel rods or pegs to establish a benchmarkorBe are kept as
to the location of these reference points for feituse to reestablish
boundaries, settle border disputes, or lay out peperty.

God instructed His people of old times to "nemove thy
neighbour's landmark, which they of old time haee¢ ia thine in-
heritance" (Dent. 19: 14). And in Proverbs 22:28, ddys, "Remove
not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers hawe' S&nrough the
years, in spite of this command, there have beesettwho have
taken issue with established boundaries. Thisue #piritually as
well as literally.

It was God's intent that His people be happy eontent in the
land they had received for an inheritance, foraswa goodly heri-
tage" (Ps. 16:6). We could look at the gospel asgoeur heritage
and should deeply appreciate the commandments @ddlipes set
forth in God's Word, which clearly outline the berdf our inheri-
tance.

It is not difficult to stay within the bound$ this inheritance when
we comprehend its priceless worth. This helps we laarespect unto
the reward that is waiting if we are faithful infeeding its borders.
Also, we need a true love for God, His Word, and ehurch. When
we lose our love for God and His Word, and ourornsof the church
grows dim, we also lose a certain respect and ajgtien for the
boundary lines. Sometimes one will even resent tHem then that
one begins to chafe under the "confines" of thgpgband becomes
discontent with his inheritance. He will then begpnchallenge the
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established boundary lines, seeking for himselfardrerty and a
way which is less confining.

In this state, a struggle ensues. Such a pdnsds it difficult to
maintain the bounds that have been set forth #@trie follower of
God. "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, #mel Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to ther'vfGal. 5:17). In a
natural sense, it is important to keep the landsharlclear view; for
when weeds and briars spring up, it becomes difftoyproperly dis-
tinguish boundary lines. It is no less true in aik@ml sense. When
we begin to allow a carnal spirit to sprout andvgio our lives, we
begin to lose sight of the landmarks that once wdstinct and
deeply respected.

Non-conformity is an age-old landmark. "Andriz# conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewihgaur mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable pan@ct, will of
God" (Rom. 12:2). We see the enemy trying to eretragon us in
this area today, subtly endeavoring to conceal lamsimark. Non-
conformity affects us in many areas: in the dedomnabf our homes,
automobiles, material operations, styles and famhia the cut and
dress of hair, clothes we wear, words we speakir{geand joking),
and guestionable entertainment, just to name aJesus said, "(For
after all these things do the Gentiles seek:)" {M&aB2). "Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, thathord" (2
Cor. 6:17). Are we keeping this landmark in cle@ww?

Holy matrimony is another doctrine of great ortance and is
also under siege today. Because of a lack of réegpethe sanctity
of marriage, we see the sad result of unhappy, emeth wrecked,
homes. We older ones should teach more clearlyntpertance of
approaching this matter in the fear of God. To@mfthis matter is
approached in a light and carnal manner, settiagstage for a weak
and troubled home. It is a great responsibilitytake someone by
your side to be your wedded companion. In this mniooth will
share life's joys and sorrows, experience the inlgssweather the
storms, and must remain as one until death segatse.

One of the responsibilities that lie heavilytila¢ feet of a young
couple is the rearing of children. They are todgght the way of the
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Lord: "And thou shalt teach them diligently untoy tbhildren, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine houmed when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, aheémthou risest
up" (Dent. 6:7). The apostle, in writing to the Eplans, instructs us
to "bring them up in the nurture and admonitiortled Lord" (Eph.
6:4). When we as parents have the proper respectjpreciation
for our "inheritance,” we will endeavor to acquaiuotr posterity with
the bounds that mark it out. Sometimes there aitdren who grow
up in the home and cannot seem to come throughonwecsion.
Have the lines been sufficiently clear?

Jesus says, "If any man will come after Me hiet deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me" (Matt. 16:Z/)is enters into
our daily walk of life. To truly practice the dorte of self-denial
could, at times, really test our commitment to loeindary lines. We
must deny ourselves of "the lust of the flesh, génedlust of the eyes,
and the pride of life,” for these things are "nbthee Father, but ... of
the world" (1 John 2:16). We must also deny ouesbf evil or im-
pure thoughts, attitudes, and motives. Are we mgllio deny our-
selves and leave the comforts of home to visitstgt-in, the poor,
lonely widow, or discouraged brother or sister?,¥sedf seeks to ex-
press itself in many ways, but it must be deniedluFe to do so will
result in disregard of the landmarks.

These are but a few of the many landmarksateabf great impor-
tance in preserving the inheritance. May we béhfaitto maintain
them and keep them firmly established in our hearts

The church today should stand as a prominettife on the land-
scape, marking the locality of our inheritance. Sheuld truly be
that "city that is set on an hill that cannot bé"H{Matt. 5:14). She is
that feature to which the Holy Spirit can refer thamubled soul that is
seeking the truth. She is that place where thé timittaught, the
scriptural doctrines are practiced, and the boueslahat mark the
glorious inheritance of the gospel are defended.

Through the years, the church has been asdajledany violent
storms. She has been the subject of subtle attenfipkee enemy to
invade her property. And yet, she has been suadassivarding off
those attacks. Today she is still facing the orglawf the enemy.
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There are areas that are under attack, and thereveighty issues
that must be considered. May we once again turk tmathe faithful
references-the Word of God and the Holy Spirit éestablish the
landmarks our fathers have set. "Let us hold fasfptrofession of our
faith without wavering" (Heb. 10:23).

*kkkkkk

Lessons From Anabaptist History:
Steadfastness in Discipleship

Our Lord Jesus is yet calling, “Follow Me.” litk that call has echoed
and is echoing to us today through the corridotténeé from the time when
Christ walked upon this earth and called thoseloW Him in a personal
way. This call is yet personal today. With thatl,cdlere is qualification.
Christ is saying to us, “Whosoever doth not beardnoss, and come after
Me, cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:27)

We are looking at “Lessons From Anabaptist Hhsto particularly
“Steadfastness in Discipleship.” Christ is yet iogll He is sending forth.
The background Scripture that | would invite youneditate on is that of
Christ sending forth His disciples and directingrth found particularly in
Matthew 10:16-39. As we review these verses, wereadily identify the
Scriptural directives which directed the saintsedi the saints of all time
and direct our lives today.

As we consider that era of time (particularlyves draw lessons from
Anabaptist history) our opportunity to address thibject and to draw les-
sons is owing first to the faithfulness of God as (Hcould say) fanned the
flame of truth. We are looking at an era of timeewlwe often say the fire
of truth was burning rather low. God fanned thatrfé and stirred within a
faithful few (a remnant) drawing and calling, fbiet to steadfastly follow
their Lord.

How does this reach us today? Why do we address topics?

Every saint (every Christian) is part of what eauld call the “scarlet
thread,” — the scarlet line. Sometimes we refeh#t in relation to the Old
Testament saints looking forward to Christ, thodewived and died in
faith. Christ came through part of that line of thghful remnant of saints.
My thought is that we each today can be part dfdbarlet thread, that line
of the faithful remnant which reaches from Calvtliynow and will reach

-6 -
ﬁ For the Word of the Lord is right — All Hioovks done in Tru1j|?>7




;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL 4 NO 2 FEBRUARY 2007 12

the end of time. | say every believer (every Chaigt can be part of that
scarlet line. Further, this legacy is recordedusito learn from and to live
by. This legacy is referred to as the accounts history lived and mani-
fested by those who steadfastly followed their LaME are privileged to
share in as recipients today because of a faifefulwho wholeheartedly
answered the call of Christ.

That call has qualification. Jesus says furthdruke 9:23, “If any man
will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take his cross daily, and
follow Me.”

The call to discipleship encompasses all ofliber There is not one por-
tion of our life as disciples which we can say n6tihis does not fall under
the call of the Lord Jesus.” No, rather it is d t@t encompasses all of our
life.

Steadfastness in discipleship

I would briefly define my title as, “the firmne®f belief and the adher-
ence to the life and teachings of Jesus ChristHiadapostles.” Turn with
me to the Gospel of John 8. We want to draw lesfons Anabaptist his-
tory. The Scriptures were the basis to call eacheamery disciple to stead-
fastness. We want to hear that call. We want tonafthat call in our own
hearts as we seek to draw lessons from historylohm 8, we have the
words of Jesus coming to us concerning discipleshiig context — we
would say quite a few were professing a beliefdsu¥. Jesus brought each
one to the firm manifestation of discipleship. Metwhat He says, “Then
said Jesus to those Jews which believed on HinyeItontinue in My
word, then are ye My disciples indeed; And ye skiadiw the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31, 32) We nie call to steadfast-
ness, “If ye continue in My word, then are ye Mgaiples indeed.” Con-
tinue — steadfastness in discipleship.

Again, we have the thought of firmness, holdimgto, adherence. There
are many Scriptures and | will not turn to them &il our own heart, the
call of the Scriptures is to faithfulness, adheegrwlding on, holding fast,
striving, and to seeking. We are looking this aftem at our opportunity to
have eternal security. Yes, it is conditional umam firm belief and our
adherence to the life and teachings of Jesus CdmistHis apostles. It is
our opportunity to have eternal security as wefaitaful in discipleship —
steadfast.

We want to draw lessons. | have chosen to fétemgely upon the early
period of time of Anabaptist history. We are loakit an era of the 15, 16,
1700’s, but it would be my desire as we identifysiens from that era that
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we can challenge our hearts today. Our experiene®t identical to that
era, in relation to the circumstances surroundinglives as disciples to-
day. | think we need to confess that we have beantgd some extra com-
forts in our day, from our heavenly Father and dpportunities that we
have as disciples of the Lord Jesus today.

We are, however, drawing these lessons fromraroktime when the
opportunities surrounding the lives of the saimtas not like what we en-
joy today. There are further lessons that we caargland perhaps we will
touch on this. We can see the circumstances, pkatig as we identify the
testing and trial of faith that came to those whdezawvoured to be steadfast
in discipleship when those times of persecutiorsdasd. Then, we can
draw lessons further how the tests came to themmvilhe circumstances
became more congenial, as we say sometimes.

Was it more congenial to steadfastness in disdig@sThis is certainly a
challenge to us.

1) The first lesson | would like to glean particuladg we focus on the
early era of the Anabaptist history is that the dRefation was a result of
those who desired to be steadfast in discipleship

We are thinking of the time, as | already idiéedi, when the flame of
truth (the manifestation of God’s will upon earthg fire of truth was burn-
ing rather low. God kindled that flame in heartsstw within them to yet
rise to the call of Scriptures. Thus, the Refororvati am referring to is the
time when there were those who had experiencedstindhg and call and
responded to it. We need to qualify this first tesbecause as we read, we
can understand that while there was in the hedrt®me a stirring and a
beginning to follow their Lord, yet they failed go all the way. They failed
to be faithful in discipleship in answering thatlcélowever, we can say
the Reformation was a result, and we can say duintime is a result of
that work in our hearts and a desire to be steadfas
2) Another lesson we can glean is that history cleeglyeals that not every
reformer (referring to those who sought to takdand for truth) came to,
or called others to true discipleship

We can cite a few examples.

Those of us who have had opportunity to studpbfaptist history can
recognize names of individuals who began to anskadrcall but failed to
go all the way. Zwingli and Martin Luther are ordybeginning of a few
names that we could give. History reveals that tlaéled to come to, as
well as to call others to true discipleship.

3) Our third lesson we can glean is that true gieship runs counter to
the popular religious belief of the day
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How true it is for us today. As we focus ontteea and see how they felt
within, and the call of the Scriptures, and soughtnswer that call imme-
diately, it brought them to realize that they nektiebreak with the popu-
lar religious belief of their day. In particular vean identify the Roman
Catholic state church. They needed to break witiedause true disciple-
ship, the call of the Scriptures, was calling themise to an expression of
discipleship which those of the popular churcheshef day failed to an-
swer. How true this is today for us. True disciplpsruns counter to the
popular religious (we would say) Christendom today.

Using a quote | found in preparation for this assignt,

“Anabaptism was a more earnest effort than therdProtestant groups to
break with religious and ecclesiastical traditionprder to render absolute
obedience to the text of Scripture.”

That further helps us to understand the catl¢hane to break. Yes, there
was not a lack of religion or lack of, what thisiter identified as ecclesias-
tical tradition — identifying the church as diregi one’s religious exer-
cise.

True discipleship runs counter to popular relig belief. Further, this
same writer says, “They had sound principles dérpretation as well as
determination.” This is identifying the faithful\vie the Anabaptists those
who answered faithfully the call to discipleshipe Bays, “They had sound
principles of interpretation as well as determioatio make the Bible alone
the norm of their faith and practice. They heldiblical doctrines of God,
man, sin, salvation.”

We say they are very basic doctrines, and maagyt will say, “Well, we
believe those doctrines as well.” However, it diat stop there with the
believing.

We are thinking of steadfastness in disciplesBipcipleship is taking up
the cross and bearing it in obedience to the Soept

Yes, there is the firm belief in the doctrindsGod, man, sin and salva-
tion, but further they believed in the high calliagd place of the Church.
They called others to follow them together as bthto enter into com-
mitment, faithfulness, expression of discipleshii@t again called them to
make a clear break with the popular religious heli¢heir day.

Thus, we can say that Anabaptism was a resudt fefiv who followed
God and allowed God to work into their hearts tigtothe reading of His
Word as well as an earnest determination to folavd in everything.

In everything — notice not only in part of our lifeut in all of life. Again,
one writer worded it this way, “There was no chdid¢ would add the
word “other,”) “There was no other choice. God hade obeyed at the

-9
ﬁ He spake and it was done — He commanded and i $s0 j\\ﬁﬂ




;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 4 NO 2 FEBRUA RY 2007 12

cost of liberty of life and for this step,” (we ddwsay for this choice) “they
were willing to part with possessions, friends, ilsggrand even life itself.”
This is steadfastness in discipleship. For thiseghdo answer the call, to
take up the cross and follow their Lord, they weiling to part with pos-
sessions, friends, family and even life itself.
4) Further, we can glean the lesson that they didatiotv themselves to be
terrified by fire, water, sword, or executioner

No human being and nothing aarth could take anything frotheir
hearts. They preferred tie the bitterest death, rather thanforsake the
truth that they hadome to know and love. Whattise lesson we are learn-
ing or gleaning? What is it that we would allow? Is thangthing that we
would allow to terrify us or to draw us away? We #rinking of steadfast-
ness in discipleship. They did not allow themseliebe terrified by fire,
water, sword or executioner.
5) Another lesson we can glean is that from the smgddf this innocent
blood (I would call it) identifying those who wdigthful and steadfast in
discipleship, there was a light and a testimonytfase around

Those who viewed, knew, watched, and witnedSeaim this shedding of
innocent blood there arose a fruit. Many were moasdhey viewed the
lives of those who followed their Lord faithfullynd endured to the end in
faithfulness. Many more were moved to serious thou@/e are thinking
of lessons that we can glean as we consider sstadfs of discipleship.
The challenge and the call comes to us; is therlk aunessage going forth
from our lives? No, we may not be called to shedlood or to give our
life as many were called to in the era of time we facussing on. We are
called today to follow in faithfulness. This lighain reach, and will reach
yet, to others. They were moved, yes, to serioosght as they viewed and
witnessed this innocent blood being shed. They wereed to order their
life, thinking, and striving in preparation for tHature as identified already
— the Scripture from John 14 — to prepare for fhlate that is prepared
for the saints of all times. They were steadfastigcipleship.
| would like to yet further this afternoon identggven (what | could call)
tokens, or signs of steadfastness in discipleship

I have chosen these from the erdhaf early time of Anabaptismwould
like to use these to challengs further to our own steadfastnésslisci-
pleship. The firstl would identify, | already introduceih my former
thoughts.
1) First is the need for firm stand upon the Scriptum face of false accu-
sations and misinterpretations whereby they, or ¢aeld say we) may be
tempted to recant
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Again this focuses otihose who would come in updhe faithful disci-
ples and quot&criptures, or bring in thoughtghich seek to draw or call
usaway from following the way ofrue discipleship. Many wouldeek to
call us away or call us teecant. How is it with us today®e we willing to
stand firmly onthe Scriptures in face of thosého today would question,
mock, or scorn our standRemember, it will not be populao follow
Christ. We are called tstand firmly.

2) Secondly, | would cite particularly the responsehaf faithful disciples
in the time of Anabaptist history and down throtighe as well

They firmlystood in relation to non-resistanae giving themselves over
to their persecutors, yieldirtpemselves into the hands of those whom they
knew likely would be the ones who would lead thentheir death and their
passing from time. This is one area of broadeniggthought of the firm
stand upon the Scriptures, in the area of nontegsie. For the message |
think we will broaden into other areas. The call i is to stand firmly
upon the truth of Scriptures in the area of noristasce. Now is the time to
build conviction and practice ourselves and ourrtsedaily in non-
resistance. The call is to “Resist not evil.” (Mettv 5:39) We are to give
no resistance to evil. The challenge was alreadyditt how that comes to
us even as we drive the highways.

3) Thirdly, another token or sign of steadfastness,tae words of exhorta-
tion to fellow Christians as those faithful onesrevied to their place of
execution or suffering

They gavewords of encouragement aeahortation to fellow believers,
to yet encourage and strengthtbeir hearts. This call comes ¢ach of us.
Are we giving thosewvords to strengthen one another’s arms in the Lord
and toencourage one another? Furtiibey gave words of exhortation to
those around them who were rfaithful — to someone who hadnce
stood where they stood bhad been drawn away, as wellmaany who had
never answerethe call. The faithful few earnesthalled to their specta-
tors, aswell as even to their executionefhey called them to repentance
and amendment of life. Was an expression of steadfastness.

4) Fourthly, they gave clear expressions of humblestipr

Again, this broadens the thought of their knalgke of the Scripture, and
knowing what Jesus had told them. Jesus teaché€3 hes,disciple is not
above his master.” (Matthew 10:24; Luke 6:40) Asamswer the call to
discipleship we think of the expressions of humbteship, that of quoting
Scripture, the earnest prayer, and the exuberargepto lift our hearts. We
understand the place which singing fills in ourrte#o strengthen and di-
rect our thoughts. Singing helps to channel and ¢he thoughts that
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would be tempting us to recant or to “draw backoupérdition.” As the
Scripture is calling, we are not among those, “whaw back,” but among
those who “believe to the saving of the soul.” (s 10:39) Thus, it is
an expression of humble worship.
Are we filled with the Spirit and our hearts filledth the Word? Have we
hid the Word in our hearts? Are our lives bathethwgrayer and do we
give expression of praise?
5) Fifthly, another token | believe is that of writingjletters

I would like to challenge uand | believe this is an area whenany are
entering, and can entand should enter into. We haxecords of quite a
number of lettersvritten by those who wersteadfast and faithful in fol-
lowing their Lord. These letters, | believe, stimulatestfof all, a personal
faith. When we put something into writing, therehsught that goes into
that. As those faithful disciples wrote those lettdhey had large portions
of Scripture and they were hand written. Theseilststimulated their per-
sonal faith. It reached and spoke to them, @adbbd them also to faithful-
ness. (N.B. Perhaps this is one area that we hefaistralia can put into
personal practise and apply to encourage each twhermain steadfast
even in the face of lack of fellowship. The Editor)
6) Sixthly, | would cite as a token of faithfulnes®, tiplifted hands

If you would read thosaccounts, they were no longable to speak be-
cause of the limitationthat man had put upadtheir earthen vessel. Yet,
thosewho could would raise thelrands. | would challenge us e Scrip-
tures do in 1Timothy:8, where it calls us to lift “upoly hands, without
wrath anddoubting.” Think how thosareas identify steadfastness in disci-
pleship. Lifting up of the hands identifies entyeadtifting up of the hands
can identify thankfulness. Lifting up of the harms identify dependence.
The call is to steadfastness. Are we lifting up loands?
7) Seventhly, | would identify what | would call thgldw of glory,” that
surrounded the faithful ones

It was the testimony dhe presence of God as they camé¢he end and
close of theirearthly life. It was a glow ofjlory which others could see,
and behold. It was none other than the presenGodf— the Spirit of God
with them as God promised yes, to Israel througlsddp “My presence
shall go with thee.” (Exodus 33:14) It was thetme presence which
strengthened our Saviour as He faced the crose thethe Garden. The
Scripture says, “And there appeared an angel unio #fom heaven,
strengthening Him.” (Luke 22:43) Will we be amoig faithful today who
are steadfastly adhering to the Scriptures ana\iatlg the Lord Jesus
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Christ? The promise is, “He that endureth to the @mll be saved.” (Mat-

thew 10:22)

From a message by James R. Petre, Sunday, Feht@aB005
New England Valley Mennonite Church, Bible InstiarttMeeting.
Used by permission from: The Pulpit Exchange V8.2
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SNIPPETS.
Composers/Writers of Hymns used in the Mennoniter€inHymnalCH]
And The Christian Hymnar§f CH]

Frances Ridley Havergal
Born: December 14, 1836, Astley, Worcestershire, England
Died: June 3, 1879, Caswall Bay, near Swansea, Wales.
Buried: Astley, Worcestershire, England, the city of hiethb
On her tombstone was the Scripture verse she dbamdéer own:
The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from alllsiiohn 1:7
Daughter of hymnis@Villiam Havergal Frances was a bright but
short lived candle in English hymnody. She was izegtby hymnist
John CawoodShe was reading by age four, and began writimgeve
at age seven. She learned Latin, Greek and Helrewnemorized
the Psalms, the book of Isaiah, and most of the Nestament. Her
works include:

Ministry of Songl870

Under the Surfacd 874

Kept for the Master’'s Us&879 (published posthumously)

Life Chords1880 (published posthumously)

Hymns: all in the Church Hymnal.

1. Golden Harps Are Sounding

2 | Know | Love Thee Better, Lord.
3. | Could Not Do Without Thee

4. | Gave My Life for Thee

5 Like a River Glorious

6 Lord, Speak to Me
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7. O Saviour, Precious Saviour

8. Standing at the Portal

9. Take My Life and Let It Be

10.  Thou Art Coming, O My Saviour
11. Whols onthe Lord’s Side?

“I Gave My Life For Thee” was Frances Havergdf'st hymn. She
wrote it after seeing Sternberg’s paintiigce Homan Dusseldorf,
Germany. A caption on the painting read, “This higlene for thee;
what has thou done for Me?” Here is what Miss VHavergal
wrote about this hymn:

In F. R. H’'s Manuscript copy, she gives thisetitfl did this for
thee; what hast thou done for Me?” the motto placeder a picture
of our Saviour in the study of a German divine ricle On January
10, 1858, she had come in weary, and sitting ddvenrsad the mot-
to, and the lines of her hymn flashed upon her. 8fae them in
pencil on a scrap of paper. Reading them over lstieght them so
poor that she tossed them on the fire, but thdyoiel untouched.
Showing them some months later to her father, ltewwaged her to
preserve them, and wrote the tuBaca especially for them. The
hymn was printed on a leaflet, 1859, andsimod WordsFeb.1860.
Published also iThe Ministry of Songl869. Though F. R. H. con-
sented to the alterations @hurch Hymnsshe thought the original
more strictly carried out the idea of the motto,gdve My life for
thee, What hast thou done for Me?”

Frances Havergal herself said about this hymn:

“l was so overwhelmed on Sunday at hearing tlafemy hymns
touchingly sung in Perry Church, that | never befaalized the high
privilege of writing for the “great congregationgspecially when
they sang, “| gave My life for thee” to my fathetimeBaca”

*kkkkkk
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Balanced Christian Living (Part 2)
By: Bro. Lamar Garman, Denver PA.

Emotion Without Emotionalism.

"Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand"
(Philippians 4:5).

God enables the Christian to exhibit emotional stability and balance
in the stressful and trying moments of life. A strong faith and a firm
belief in God's overruling providence are essentials for this to be a real-
ity in our lives.

God in His wisdom has created us with various emotions. Human
emotions are often categorized in eight basic areas. These emotions,
which can often exist at various levels of intensity are, joy, sadness, an-
ger, fear, acceptance, disgust, surprise, and interest or curiosity. These
basic emotions combine to form all other emotions much as a few basic
colors produce all other colors.

Many emotions carry with them impulses to action. It is at this point
that we need to be very careful lest our emotions overwhelm and con-
trol us rather than we control them. A caution when one is emotionally
stirred is "Be ye angry, and sin not" (Ephesians 4:20).

Emotionalism is an overemphasis on emotion. When emotions are
not propetly controlled, we are yielding to emotionalism or an over-
reaction to the current situation. This can be harmful to ourselves and
others.

In the home, blessings abound when emotionalism is avoided; and
love, respect, and Christian courtesy are continually practiced. "Wives,
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them" (Colossians
3:18, 19).

In the church, controlled emotions are invaluable for good interper-
sonal relationships. Fervent love for each other and the use of the Mat-
thew 18 principle to overcome slights, real or imagined, indicates the
absence of emotionalism. "And above all things have fervent charity
among yourselves" (1 Peter 4:8).

In worship, time and again our emotions are touched when we think
of our unworthiness and God's goodness and mercy to us in providing
for our redemption through Christ. However, God requires more of us
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than mere emotional reaction. Jesus promoted worship "in spirit and in
truth" (John 4:24). A commitment to Scriptural obedience is paramount
for effective worship. "For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments: and His commandments are not grievous" (1 John
5:3). To avoid emotionalism in worship, we do well to remember the
orderliness of God. "For God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of the saints" (1 Corinthians 14:33).

May we humbly ask the Lord to help us express our emotions in a
sanctified way and to avoid the pitfall of emotionalism. "But the God of
all grace, who bath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen,
settle you" (I Peter 5:1(1).

Reprinted by permission from: “The Eastern Menmoiliestimony”
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Three Stages Of Perfection.
By: The Editor.

1. Perfect Relationship

We are perfect because of @tiernal union with the infinitely per-
fect Christ. When we become His children, we areladed "not
guilty," and thus righteous, because of what Ch@id's beloved
Son, has done for us. This perfection is absolate tnchangeable,
and it is this perfect relationship that guarantbes we will one day
be "completely perfect” See Colossians 2:8-10;releb 10:8-14.

2. Perfect Progress

We can grow and mature spiritually as we comtitautrust Christ,
learn more about Him draw closer to Him, and obéwy.HOur pro-
gress is changeable (in contrast to our relatignstbove) because it
depends on our daily walk-at times in life we matanore than at
other times. But we are growing toward perfectibwe "press on"
(Philippians3:12). These good deeds do not pedgctather, as God
perfects us, we do good deeds for Him. See PhaipgpB:1-15.
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3. Completely Perfect
When Christ returns to take us imdcs eternal kingdom, we will be
glorified and made completeperfect. See Philippians 3:20-21.

All phases of perfection are grounded in faittChrist and what
He has done, not what we can do for Him. We capadect our-
selves; only God can work in and through us toricéron to com-
pletion until the day of Christ Jesus" (Philippidns).

Colossians 2:8-10

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain de-
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ. [9] For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily. [10] And ye are complete in Him, which is the head
of all principality and power:

In the natural or the physical world I'm sure that each one of us
would like everything to be perfect, and I am sure that as we go
about our daily tasks we try to get everything just right. To get eve-
rything just right we need the correct ingredients or materials, we
need to prepare or work with the materials so that we can reach
completion and be in the right environment as we work.

I would like to suggest that we could look at this is as three stages of
perfection.

1] The ingredients -

2] Preparation.

3] Completion.

In our spiritual life, our relationship to and with God, it should be
our desire to seek perfection. I am encouraged by the scripture
verses from Colossians that this can be so. Chapter 2 verses 9 to 10
speak here of being complete in Him, that is Jesus Christ. The word
complete used here in the Greek also means to “come to perfection”,

John 17:20-22 “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on Me through their word; [21] That they all
may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast
sent Me. [22] And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given
them; that they may be one, even as We are one”

E!
ﬁ He spake and it was done — He commanded and i $s0 j\\ﬁﬂ




;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 4 NO 2 FEBRUA RY 2007 12

In this scripture, we see Jesus Himself praying for us that we would
be one with Him as He is with the Father, and Paul in his letter to
the Colossians emphasises this point of Jesus as being one with the
Father in verse nine by saying: “... for in Him dwells all the fullness
of the godhead.” This is the completeness and perfection that Paul
says in Colossians we can have. You will notice that in the prayer of
Jesus it specifically says that He prays for those “which shall believe
on Me through their word,” that is the teachings of the Apostles as
handed down through scriptures, it seems logical therefore, that all
those who believe on Jesus Christ can have that completion or per-
fection in Him.

Earlier, I mentioned three stages of perfection in the natural or
physical world. But now, I would like you to consider three stages of
perfection in our spiritual lives, perfection in Christ Jesus.

First........... perfect relationship — crucifying the flesh.
Second.......progress to perfect completion — death of and to self.
Third.......... perfect completion — resurrection to the new life.

Before we can do anything we need to make preparations, and this
first step of establishing a perfect relationship with God in our Chris-
tian walk is by following the instructions in scriptures, that is, the
believing on Jesus Christ, acknowledging our sinful nature and re-
penting from same,
1John 1:9

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. and
1John 4:15

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwel-
leth in him, and he in God.

What wonderful promises are contained in these two scripture
verses - forgiveness of our sins, cleansing of our unrighteousness,
and best of all God dwelling in us and we in God, this is the fulfil-
ment of the verse we read in Colossians 2-10, that we are complete in
Him. If this is not perfection then I do not know what is. There are a
number of other references in the New Testament, that indicate that
the word ‘confess’ used is in the context of making a declaration in
the presence of witnesses, we see this being done in baptism, an
outward and public witness of our inner conversion from sinner to a
child of God.

-18 -
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As I look back over my life it seems to me that putting together
these three ingredients, if I may call them that, of belief, repentance
and baptism is sometimes the easiest part of becoming a follower of
Christ. It is the next stage on the road to perfection that really re-
quires all the hard work. The apostle Paul, compared the Christian
live to a race, which we need to complete to win the prize of everlast-
ing life and achieve perfection. If any of you have ever observed
those that compete in marathon foot races you can see the effort it
requires to finish, let alone to come first - in the Christian race we
can all finish with the prize. (see previous issue)

I would now like to look at the second stage, progressing to perfec-
tion.

This second stage, unlike the first step, takes the rest of our lives
here on earth, it is a time of preparation or progressing towards at-
taining complete perfection, even though in the spiritual sense, the
perfection of Christ already resides in us but has not yet completely
manifested itself outwardly.

This progression to perfection is a time of growth in and during our
spiritual life and walk with God as we continue to trust Christ, learn
to know Him and more about Him, draw closer to Him and most
importantly, learn to obey His directions. This time of progress is in
contrast to the first step to perfection when we made a commitment
to put ourselves under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Any one can
make a commitment but the test of that commitment is whether we
keep it or not. Many people, I am sure commit themselves to Lord,
by saying that they believe, saying they have repented and confessing
His Lordship, but sadly, that is where they stop. The journey be-
comes too hard or too difficult, it may mean giving up relationships,
a way of life or any of those things, attitudes and concepts that are
not in accordance with Him, to whom the commitment is made —
even in our own lives, if we are honest, we may find an unwillingness
to submit to Christ’s rule in some areas. And that is part of this pro-
gressing to perfection — the giving up of self. Some people seem to
think that doing good deeds is the way to perfection, but that is not
So.

Philippians 2:13 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of His good pleasure.”

God works in the converted person by His word and Spirit. His
Spirit is a helper. It does not destroy our free will, for we may resist
it [(1 Thessalonians 5:19) Quench not the Spirit.] God shows His
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will by His word and Spirit and work in us. We ought to heed it. We
can work in harmony with the divine will, or we may reject to our
damnation.

From this scripture it appears to me that as God, through the Holy
Spirit is working to perfect us, He will show us what we need to do to
please Him instead of ourselves and achieve complete and final per-
fection.. I believe that includes the so-called good works, in other
words, we allow God to direct our actions, rather than us directing
our own, and thus perform the works —good deeds — that He desires
from us.

Ephesians 2:8-10

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God: [9] Not of works, lest any man should
boast. [10] For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.

The good deeds do not perfect us, rather as God perfects us we do
good deeds for Him.

We could spend a lot of time on this topic of growing in perfection,
it takes each of us our whole lifetime once we are born again. To en-
deavour to cover a topic like this in a short space of time is not pos-
sible.

My own personal experience is that since being born again, some
20 plus years ago, it is only in the past year or two that I am even
partially coming to grips with what it means to grow in perfection —
there is so much in my life that needs bending to the will of God. I
am thankful and praise Him daily that we have the scriptures to
guide and direct us and one portion of scripture that I believe to be
brief and to the point in directing our way to perfection is chapter 5
of Paul's letter to the Ephesians. In there we can see in a compact
statement how we as Christians ought to live. This particular portion
of scripture is directed to Christians in all walks of life, single and
married. Perhaps this is the time to read that chapter and allow the
Lord to show you personally how it applies to you — ask the Holy
Spirit to reveal the Word of God to you in a new and fresh way before
you read on.

In conclusion, let us now briefly look at Philippians 3: 15 — 21 and
the third and final stage of perfection.

“Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto
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you. [16] Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. [17] Brethren, be
followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have
us for an ensample. [18] (For many walk, of whom I have told you
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of
the cross of Christ: [19] Whose end is destruction, whose God is
their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly
things.) [20] For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: [21] Who shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glori-
ous body, according to the working whereby He is able even to
subdue all things unto Himself.”

Here we see the apostle Paul encouraging us to continue in God's
ways so that we may attain to perfection, which is portrayed in verse
21 — the third and final step on our journey to perfection in Christ
Jesus.

All phases of perfection are grounded in faith in Christ and what
He has done, not what we can do for him. We cannot perfect our-
selves. God can work in and through us as we allow Him to so we can
be ready for the day we are called home by Christ Jesus as exempli-
fied in Philippians 3:20-21.

I would like to leave you, all of us, with a word picture from an
Isaac Watts hymn that encourages me to strive for that final and
eternal reward of complete perfection in Christ Jesus both in spirit
and in body.

Oh for a sight, a blissful sight, of our Almighty Father’s throne.
There sits the Saviour crowned with light,
Clothed in a body like our own.
Adoring Saints around Him stand
and thrones and powers
before Him fall,

God shines gracious through the man

and sheds sweet glories on them all.

May the Lord bless you as you sincerely seek to follow all His ways in
spirit and in truth. JvL.

*kkkkkk
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My Goal Is God Himself

My goal is God Himself, not joy, nor peace,
Nor even blessing, but Himself, my God;
‘Tis His to lead me there - not mine, but His—
At any cost, dear Lord, by any road.

So faith bounds forward to its goal in God,

And love can trust her Lord to lead her there;

Upheld by Him, my soul is following hard
Till God hath full fulfilled my deepest prayer.

No matter if the way be sometimes dark,
No matter though the cost be oft-times great,
He knoweth how | best shall reach the mark;
The way that leads to Him must needs be strait.

One thing | know, | cannot say Him nay;
One thing | do, | press towards my Lord,
My God, my glory here, from day to day,
And in the glory there my great Reward.

—F. Brook

The Conflict Between
Theoretical and Practical Nonresistance
From an Editorial By: Jesse Neuenschwander.

Several years ago in our interview wielective Service, (a US
Government body that oversees those that haveiaesigor other
conscientious objections to military serviaae official to whom
non-resistance seemed to be somewhat a new thasged this
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forthright question: “If people have beliefs thaie &0 noble that it
forbids them to harm their enemies at the pointafflict, would
they not also in their everyday life be somewhatidguishable from
the regular run of society?” Our answer was: Y&s. be conscien-
tious only in relation to war is less than genuio@-resistance.

In studying history, it is very obvious that wheveople had a
quality of spiritual life that enabled them to benrresistant toward
evil men they also had other corresponding and atipg beliefs.
This observation is especially noticeable in tHgyieus and political
upheaval surrounding the Reformation. For examible, Anabap-
tists embraced the principle of church and stapars¢ion and the
free church, and applied these principles in adharof life, even at
the cost of their lives.

In our day men who are not necessarily religioushawledge
the value of a life that is guided by such noble@ples. To love
one’s enemy, do good to them who hate us, and meskimdly to
them who would harm us is readily seen as somethiaiigis beyond
the natural man’s ability.

The emphasis on peace and the peace movemeno thnatng are
championing is not a true representation of Bilbliwan-resistance.
One of the glaring errors of the peace activistth&sr insistence on
their “rights.” While the law does protect allizéns to some degree,
we may not use the law to press for our “rightsére¥or such a no-
ble cause. When we insist on our “rights” we halready denied
one of the fundamental principles of this doctrin€here is a vast
difference between Paul's question in Acts 22:35, it lawful for
you?” and the present day peace activist's legaicgt. To humbly
ask for consideration is Biblical, but to insist aar “rights” by legal
means is not.

One speaker recently implied that when the Meneo@ihurch
formed a written discipline that forbade their memsbto go into the
military, then non-resistance made less impresaiwh had less in-
fluence. This is not really so. For one thing, deenot decide the
conditions under which this doctrine will be exm®ed or if it has
world recognition. For another, the Mennonite GChualways had a
firm stand against military involvement whetherttan or unwritten.
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In the past those church groups which maintainpchetical atti-
tude toward church discipline were the groups timatld count on
their young men to not become involved in war aiés. There is
no reason to feel that it will be any differentine future.

Nonresistance in theory, as the peace activisenaftaim, is one
thing. Nonresistance in practice, as the Bibleliea and we believe
it, is something else. Surrendering rights forsh&e of Bible teach-
ing seems quite foolish to the modern day pacibist, to the Bible-
believing person it appears quite realistic.

We want to continue to be non-resistant at any. c@ste of the
ways to be faithful in times of testing is to bé&héul to these truths
when the world focus is not upon us.

May we humbly follow Jesus’ example (1 Peter 2:2R)-é&hd be
following Him in the time of peace and conflict.

Reprinted by Permission from “The Eastern Mentefiestimony”
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WESTERN CIVILIZATION AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD
By: Melvin Lehman

| feel very certain that Western Civilizationdsomed. The warn-
ings are all around us and really quite evident flndwriting is on
the wall. According to the Guttmacher Institute, énoa will allow
approximately 1.4 million legal abortions this yedone. Over the
past thirty-three years since Roe v. Wade, we ladnaeted over 40
million babies in the United States. This is noghshort of a holo-
caust.

In my opinion as a student of history, the Caitaa of old fell
from grace and were subsequently expelled froniahe of Canaan
because they murdered their own little ones invibeship of their
gods. The Central-American Indians apparently nthdesame mis-
take as well, and they too were brought down froeirtlofty place
and humbled before the nations of the world.
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Recently, | read an article in Time Magazinewbthe movie
“Brokeback Mountain,” which from what | can tell nonly exoner-
ates a homosexual lifestyle but also promoteshie agazine article
itself clearly had an agenda—any moral oppositmsuch lifestyles
should be ridiculed for being out of touch withliga

We must understand this situation. You sees ibne thing for a
society to take its drugs in secret because thdddvids drug abuse.
It is quite another when the body that governs @ugrof people
makes such action legal, and on top of it, everslthg drugs for the
addict. | speak metaphorically, but the metaphgliap to the issues
| have cited. The implications are incredible. | astounded and
frightened by this paradigm shift in Western Cialiion. We must
understand that the legalizing of sinful practicarere murder—is
posited as a solution to the problem of a promissusbciety by in-
telligent, educated people. This is precisely thsecwith abortion.
This is where we are.

The article in Time represents a similar smffpopular culture.
Not many years ago, general culture frowned upah @stracized
homosexual behavior. The laws of the land discadaguch prac-
tices. Perhaps such an orientation was ostraciaedrtuch. | ac-
knowledge this and the subsequent dishonor to pedlgvertheless,
I must insist that a major milepost on the slippsligpe of destruc-
tion has been passed when the laws of the landlypwarcourage
such behaviors and absolutely refuse to considerptbssible in-
volvement of a gross moral violation. To top it,qgfbpular writers in
popular magazines glorify and sanction such peimerd remind
you that there was once a society of people thaé geay to such
moral perversity and the Lord brought judgment fii@ and brim-
stone.

And so | repeat: | believe Western Civilizatisrdoomed. The de-
cline of Western Civilization will follow a path. ¢loubt that an
apocalyptic day will come in which everything gagsin smoke and
the survivors will awake to bury the dead and rigbaur cities. | ex-
pect a slower but relentless decline in econonabilsty, productiv-
ity, creativity, law and order, quality of educatjcand beyond. The
decline will affect every critical area of civiliddife.
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Authentic Christianity will come under attackijg is certain. Why?
Radical Islamic practice and reaction is not gaimglisappear even
if Osama bin Laden and his henchmen all die to@smographics
(population patterns) alone tell the tale. While Stéen Civilization
is murdering their babies at a horrific rate anwisig to rear fami-
lies of strength and character, the Moslems arebdarge families.
And they are rearing these families in such a vixay their sons and
daughters are willing to blow themselves up in isi@@ttacks for the
cause of the Islamic nation. The Western framewrkelfishness
and protectionism and atheism will never producghsa person—at
least not in significant numbers, that | promiserLytn short, there
will be continual conflict between Islam and the 3/dt will not go
away in spite of the moderate voices of Islam #esk to quiet our
fears.

Now, here is the critical point. Eventually, mstream evangelical
Christianity will be accused of having a mindsedttiparallels the
radical Islamic mindset. Unfortunately, the acciset will have
some points where they stick. It gets closer hoNe.matter how
hard we try to distance ourselves from this scenave as an Ana-
baptist people will surely be caught in the welthi$ conflict. Islam
will understand us to be the enemy because we ile-Believing
Christians. Mainstream Western fundamental Chnggrawill be
very angry with us because we will not take up aagainst the Is-
lamic encirclement.

It could turn ugly.

And let me say additionally that no society redefinitely toler-
ated a group of people who maintain that thereabselute standards
by which they may be judged in every aspect ofrtlregs. Eventu-
ally they come to hate those who hold this position

Simply stated, | expect in the decades aheadkeitord tarries—
to see the Church of Jesus Christ censured, reticydressured, and
even persecuted from three sources: Islam, goverraed tragi-
cally, a Christianity that has accepted the Constiam heresy. By
this | mean the marriage of church and state. Wiisaffect us at
every level of our lives.
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What are the implications for us and how ddes intersect with
strategic planning at Faith Builders?

*Our strategy must be bold, because nothing israptished by fear.
It must be bold because faith is bold.

*Our strategy must be courageous, because theqratard will not
be easy. Rather, it will be increasingly difficult.

*Our strategy must be realistic, because life delmaralism or de-
bilitating disappointment.

*Our strategy must be good news, because the tdtineality is the
goodness of God. This must be communicated todhiens.

The day of chaos in civilization is the dayagportunity for the
child of God. It is not the day for fear, cowardiead inaction. None
of us should run and hide. It is the day for coaragd strength. It is
the day for bold initiative in the fear of God. d\e been encouraged
by the forward movement | have felt from many obiyduring these
days of strategic planning. Here is my perspeatiievhat | heard
from you.

Last year you spoke and | heard about the ¢tdatonnectedness
within the organization. We have taken a few fatigrsteps to ad-
dress that problem. We can do more, and we must. r@gans of
communication that we are still developing is outetnet websites:
the internal student and staff portal we call “@e8 and our public
website at www.fbep.org. Please recall with me raynp our strat-
egy must be bold! The Internet is shot through wligésadence; there
IS no denying it. We have chosen ways to filter mo€ this deca-
dence and shall continue to do so. But it is algweat highway of
communication with an international posture. | suppusing the
Internet as a tool to accomplish a good purpogkarhands of God’s
people. However, | do have a few words of cautiot perhaps even
rebuke.

These exotic means of communication—such agsblXanga,
Skype, personal pages—are a window through whidbeligvers
may gaze upon our household and way of life. Thay lme positive
or negative. | call us to a high level of discratibdo not mean to be
stodgy or Victorian. | mean to call us to respolesibse of such
technology as followers and imitators of Jesus thrbold but dis-
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creet. We must not forget that the most significamnections nor-
mally occur along the way as we work together, pgtagether, and
worship together.

For a number of years now we have heard daahlelp. The call
is coming from our fellow teachers in the field. €lihvoice has
changed a bit over the years. It used to be thekshof one about to
drown. It is now a longing voice; it is the voideat cries out for the
tools to do a very important job well. That joltastrain the children
of our communities for the challenges they willdan their genera-
tion...and who knows what they will face? We wantatswer that
call by offering what we can. We cannot do evenghiWe know
that. But | believe we can play a pivotal role uil@ing healthy edu-
cational climates in every Mennonite community aegiond.

Finally, 1 turn your attention to the Scriptsrelsaiah 40 says,
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,” saith your Gad O Zion, that
bringest good tidings, get thee up into the highunain; O Jerusa-
lem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voiagh strength; lift it
up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judathdikyour God!”

So, my fellow-laborers, while | am persuaded thatfuture of west-
ern civilization is dismal, | am more convincedttli@e message we
offer in the Christian school to our children, tbeing care we offer
the aged in our Personal Care Home, the Judeot@hrisamework
we teach MAP and TAP students, a clean and ple&saihty—yes,
even good food—is indeed good news.

Thus | pray that as the memory of God recedes and western civi-
lization declines, we will lift our voices and shout salvation from

the rooftops.
From an address given by Melvin Lehman at FaitHdgugs Educational Facility,

Guys Mills PA in March 2006. Used by permission
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